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THIRD REPORT 



OF 

THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE 
RIVER SHANNON. 

Under the Act of 5 and 6 Will. IV. c. 67. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury. 

May it please your Lordships, 

In December last we had the honour to submit to your Lordships our Second 
Report, which contained the details of the various works we considered necessaiy for 
the improvement of the Shannon from its mouth up to Tarmonbarry, 100 miles above 
Limerick. Thai Report was accompanied by 74 explanatory plans, and an esti- 
mate of the expense of each particular work, but exclusive of the compensation to 
he paid for such lands, premises, mills, fishing weirs, or other property, as will be 
interfered with by the proposed works, or required for their completion. 

Since that period we have been engaged in ascertaining and declaring, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the Act, the value of all the property required for those 
purposes up to Tarmonbarry, and of all the property, excepting cme mill and some 
small portions of land, required for similar purposes, from Tarmonbarry to Lough 
Allen, on the Shannon, and to Lough Key, on the Boyle Water. We have now 
to report the result ; and in doing so, we consider that we supply all the infoima- 
tion that appears to be necessary to enable your Lordships and the Legislature to 
decide upon the propriety of prosecuting this great measure of internal im- 
provement. 

As the mode provided by the Act, for fixing the amount of compensation, to he 
rendered for property, to be taken or affected by the proposed works, is novel, it 
may be right to state the system we pursued, for the purpose of doing justice to 
the public, as well as to the parties interested. 

The Act directs that the Commissioners should give public notice, and lodge 
plans of the various premises or property that might be affected by the operations. 
They were required subsequently to hold courts, in different places along the 
Shannon, for the purpose of hearing evidence in support of the claims for compen- 
sation, made by the persons interested in the properties to be taken, and of having 
submitted to them the grounds on which the amounts of those claims were calcu- 
lated ; and, lastly, to hold similar courts a second time, for the purpose of notifying 
their decisions, and receiving any objections that might be made to the awards, 
which would then be confirmed or amended as might appear necessary, such 
notification, confirmation, or amendment becoming a final adjudication in each 
case. 

In compliance with these provisions of the Act, we caused plans to be made of 
the several properties required, and served notices a considerable time previous to 
the holding of the courts, upon all the persons reputed to have an interest therein, 
infoiming them of the places where the plans were lodged for their inspection, and 
requiring them to send in written claims for the amount of compensation to which 
they considered themselves entitled. 

Previous to holding the courts required by the Act, the greater number of the 
parties interested in the several properties furnished us, in compliance with our 
notice, with claims for compensation, the amount of which was in most cases extra- 
vagant, and, as was to be expected, bearing but little relative proportion to each 
other, or to the real value of the property in question. One considerable benefit, 
however, was derived from this proceeding,, namely, that we were in most in- 
stances put in possession, before holding the court ot inquiry, of the natuz-e of the 
claims to be pi’eferred, and were thus enabled to make such investigations as would 
tend to determine the respective value of the several properties. 
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By your Lordships’ instructions, dated the 24th November 1835, our attention 
having been particularly directed to the seventh section of the Act 5 and 6 
Will. IV. c. 67, and also to the Report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, in which it was stated " to be doubtful whether the owners of such eel 
weirs as are encroachments upon the royalties of the Crown, were entitled to any 
compensation whatever a case for instructions for our guidance on this subject 
and others connected with the investigation, was in consequence prepared and sub- 
mitted to the law officers of the Crown in Dublin. 

We were advised that the Shannon having been declared to be a navigable river 
between Limerick and Carrick-on-Shannon, by the Act of 2 Geo. I. c. 2, (1715), 
every fishing weir, mill-dam, or other obstruction in the bed of the river, was, primd 
facie, to be considered a public nuisance, and to be abated without compensation, 
unless the parties holding them could produce satisfactory proof of a legal right to 
them. With this opinion for our guidance, and assisted by Serjeant Greene as our 
assessor, we proceeded, in the month of November 1837, to hold our first court^ of 
inquiry at Limerick. Many legal difficulties having then arisen as to that question 
to the several obstructions in the river, and our right to inquire into title being 
denied, we, with the advice of our assessor, determined to postpone any investiga- 
tion into those subjects for a hearing in Dublin, where all parties interested might, 
with less inconvenience and expense, have the subject argued by their counsel ; 
and having thus divested ourselves of any embarrassment with regard to legal 
difficulties, we proceeded to hear evidence as to the value of the properties required, 
and held courts for this purpose at Limerick, Banagher, Athlone, Longford, and 
Carrick-on-Shannon. In each case we went fully into the details ot the numerous 
cases submitted to us, amounting in the whole to 221, and thus endeavoured to 
obtain such information as we conceived would enable us to make equitable 
decisions. 

In investigating the value of eel weirs (owing to the nature or that fishery, and 
its being always carried on during the night), we were in most cases obliged to 
take the evidence of the parties interested, few others, except those actually engaged, 
beino- acquainted with the value of the property ; but when collateral evidence 
could be procured, we took advantage of it, and by these means were enabled 
to fix a scale of value which appeared to us to be just, and which in the end 
appeared to give satisfaction. 

In respect to the value of houses, mills, and lands, in addition to the ex parte 
and naturally exaggerated statements that were laid before us by the claimants as 
they -would be before a jury, we had the assistance of professional men of acknow- 
ledged judgment and experience in their different departments, whom we employed 
to investigate and ascertain the value of the several properties required, and 
instructed them to put a fair and rather a liberal value on each variety of property. 
These persons were afterwards examined in open court ; and in a great number of 
cases the claimants expressed themselves satisfied with the valuations made by 
them. 

Upon our return to Dublin we held, pursuant to our previous arrangement ivith 
the claimants, a court, assisted by our assessor, when the question of our right, under 
the Act 5 and 6 Will. IV. c. 67, to investigate the titles of the parties claiming 
compensation, having been argued hy eminent counsel on both sides, it was decided 
hy our assessor, that under the powers of that Act ive did not possess the right to 
do so ; and that we should put the fair value on all property to he taken or likely 
to be injuriously affected by the ]>roposed operations, without considering the legal 
title of the parties interested, and without prejudice arising from any doubts 
thereof, as we were advised, that in any cases where the titles were doubtful, such 
claims ’should be submitted to the ordinary legal tribunals, or determined under 
special regulations to be provided by a subsequent Act of Parliament, which 
will be necessary for carrying into effect the proposed improvements. 

With regard to the rights of the parties to the fish weirs and mill-dams, of 
which, in the first instance, there appeared to be doubts, we presume that from the 
ancient patents and charters produced during the first discussions, and the proofs 
we received of long possession, it will not he deemed reasonable to dispute any but 
a few, the construction or enlargement of which appears to be of recent date, and 
which at the same time are very injurious to the navigation or the drainage. 

In conformity with this decision, tve proceeded to determine the value of each 
of the specified properties, having first had a tabular digest made, containing 
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all the information obtained in each case, whether in evidence at the courts held 
on the Shannon, from the claims furnished by the parties interested, from the 
result of our own researches, or from any other available sources. 

In -a valuation of such extent, in which various kinds of property are involved, 
and in which numerous individuals and interests are concerned, we have had many 
difficulties to contend with in arriving at an equitable decision on each case, — diffi- 
culties which can only be appreciated by those well acquainted with the conditions 
under which property is usually held in Ireland. 

In an early stage of our proceedings we found, although required by the Act to 
declare our awards in gross, as of estates in fee simple, that to enable us to form a 
correct judgment of the full value of each property, and to do justice to all parties,, 
it would be necessary for us to make a detailed calculation of the value of every 
interest in each case, which, being recorded in the digests above referred to, may 
subsequently be useful in the apportionment. 

In the collecting and arranging these details we have derived much valuable 
assistance from Mr. William T. Mulvany, one of our principal surveyors, and we 
feel it but justice to notice the talent and zeal displayed by him in the performance 
of this important duty. 

To enable us to determine the value of the different interests involved in each 
case, we obtained the advice of Messrs. Low and Bruce, two notaries-public of 
eminence in Dublin,, and thus in every claim that came before us, we had the 
assistance of the most competent authorities in each department, and -we have every 
reason to believe that the decisions we have made are fair and reasonable. We 
have leaned rather to the liberal side, on the grounds that the property valued and 
requhed will be taken from the parties interested without their consent. 

In making our valuation we contemplated that a clause would be introduced in 
the new Act, rendering it imperative on all landlords or proprietors wlio may 
receive compensation for their interest in any of the properties which may be injured 
or destroyed to abate the rents of the under-tenants of such properties in proportion 
to the quantity taken from them, or the amount of compensation which they shall 
receive. 

Having completed our valuations formed upon all the infonnation we had 
received, we proceeded to hold courts for declaring the awards, as required by the 
Act, and for hearing any objections or further evidence in support of their claims, 
which the parties concerned might wish to advance. 

In a great majority of the cases no objection was made, and in several the 
parties expressed themselves satisfied with our decisions. In the others, where 
objections were advanced, we heard any new evidence or matter which could be 
produced ; in consequence some of our awards were amended, while the remainder, 
after due consideration, -were confirmed. 

The power conferred by the Act to hear objections and revise our awards was 
both beneficial in effect and satisfactory to us, as it enabled us, on the production 
of new evidence, or the additional experience obtained by a re-hearing, to alter or 
amend our decisions ; thus giving to the parties interested a benefit which they 
would not have derived if their properties had been valued in the usual way by a jury. 

• Upon the principles above described we have proceeded with our valuation, and 
adjudicated upon each of the claims laid before us; and we have deemed it our duty 
to put your Lordships in possession of these details, to- shew that 'we have been 
fully impressed with the natiu-e of the responsible duties intrusted to us, and that 
while the interest of the public has been attended to, justice to the individuals 
concerned has not been neglected. 

We have prepared detailed Schedules which are forwarded herewith for your 
Lordships’ information, in whicli the amount of each award is she^vn separately, 
together with a description of the property, its situation, and the names of the 
reputed owners and occupiers. 

We have also prepared abstracts of these Schedules, in which we have classified 
the awards according to the different descriptions of propei’ty in each district, 
accompanied by observations shewing the probable ultimate value to the public, 
which will hereafter be derived from some of them, particularly in mill-sites and 
land, amounting to £45,145. These abstracts will be found in the Appendix 
(A,No. 3), p. 51. 

Adopting the Divisions suggested in our first Report, we beg leave to offer as 
regards them the following observations. 
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FIRST DIVISION, 

Comprising tlie Lower Shannon from the sea to Limerick, and the rivers 
Fergus, Maigue, and Deel, that the sums awarded are merely nominal (excepting 
the case of the site of the proposed landing- wharf at Clare, where the benefit is 
more general than in the others). In every case the award will empower the 
Commissioners who may be appointed to carry the proposed works into execution 
to take possession of such lands adjacent to each pier or wharf as may be requisite 
for its construction, it being recommended that no works of the kind shall be 
undertaken until such proprietors as will be considerably benefited shall come 
forward with funds in aid, according to the proportions named in our Second 
Report (page 11). 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Limerick to Killaloe. 

In following up the recommendation contained in the above-mentioned Report 
(page 13), that possession of the Limerick Navigation should be again resum.ed by 
the public, we have entered fully into the accounts of the Company for the last 
three years, a statement of which up -to the 1st of May, 1838, will be found in the 
Appendix (B). The Company (consisting chiefly of individuals connected with 
the trade on the Navigation) are most reluctant to part with it, under an appre- 
hension that the principles by which they have been guided with a view to render 
the Navigation efficient and cheap may be abandoned by a public board. Having 
considered the matter maturely, we are of opinion that it is necessaiy there should 
be no distinct interests throughout the whole Navigation of the Shannon; for, 
though an existing body may act with liberality and judgment in the management 
of its affairs, there is no security for a like mode of proceeding on the part of its 
successors. 

By the Act of Parliament 2 Geo. IV., Session 1830, the Company are limited 
to a dividend of 10 per cent, on their capital of £3,000; and as they have good 
security for that dividend, exclusive of their liabilities, we have awarded them the 
full value of it ; we have also added a sum for clearing off their outstanding debts, 
excepting only that to the Board of Public Works, which may be gradually paid 
off from the toils, according to the conditions of the engagement. An adequate 
value for the sum thus awarded to this Company will he derived from tlie revenue 
of the Navigation, consisting of the tolls, &c. In support of which assumption we 
beg to refer to an offer made by the Dublin Steam Packet Company to rent the 
tolls for a term of years. See Appendix (B). 

The only other item of considerable amount in this Division is for the purchase 
of the eel weirs at Killaloe, which were ascertained, irpon examination and a re- 
hearing of the claimants’ case, to be a valuable source of income to the tenants ; 
and we have, in consequence, considered their claims in the most liberal point 
of view. 

THIRD DIVISION. 

Killaloe to Tarmonbarry. 

In this Division we have had to deal with the property of two public bodies ; 
namely, the Board of Ordnance and the Grand Canal Company ; and the consi- 
deration of their claims demands a few remarks. 

From the Board of Ordnance we require certain small pieces of land connected 
with the fortifications on the Shannon. The money value of what will be required 
is most trifling, but it was necessary to ascertain how far the Board might consider 
our propositions prejudicial to the defences. The Board made known the terms 
on which it would not object to concede what we required, and with those terms 
we find that, very fortunately, we are enabled to comply, without prejudice to our 
recommendations. See Appendix (E). 

In respect to the Grand Canal Company, we propose that the Government 
should resume the whole of the line of the Shannon comprehended between Lough 
Ree and Lough Derg, called the Middle Shannon. We rind, upon investigation, 
although some slight improvements have been effected since the period of hlr. 
Rhodes’ survey in 1832, that the Navigation is still far from being in that 
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perfect state in which the Company were bound by their Agreement with the 
Directors General of Inland Navigation to keep it; and, from an inspection of 
their accounts, it appears that their expenditure has hitlierto much exceeded 
their receipts. In consequence, we have merely awarded nominal compensation 
for this property, nor do we consider that in doing so any direct injury or 
peculiar liardship will be inflicted on the Company, as from the preserjt state 
of the Navigation they are relieved from an annual loss wdiich they could not 
obviate without a vei’y heavy expenditure ; and the result of the proposed 
improvements must • be expected to produce a great increase of traffic on their 
canal, which will be effected without any outlay on their part. As, however, 
the Company have expended a considerable sum of money on this line of naviga- 
tion (see Appendix C. Second Report), -which was in a great degree forced upon 
them from views connected Avith the general advantage of the country ; while, for 
their own peculiar benefit, their .efforts might ha.ve beeji better directed to other 
points ; and, as they have always contemplated certain advantages from the pos- 
session of the navigation of the Middle Shannon, we cannot refrain from express- 
ing our opinion, that in being thus forcibly deprived of it, the Company has strong 
claims upon the public for every concession that can reasonably be made to it. 

The total sum awarded as compensation for properties required in this district 
is large, but it will be perceived, on reference to the Schedule, that it comprises 
the most important division of the Shannon ; that a considerable pait, is for houses 
necessary to be removed to form the approaches to the Ncav Bridge at Athlone, and 
that a very large proportion of the Avhole is for properties Avhich, though necessary 
to be taken for the purposes of the Shannon improvement, Avill produce of them- 
selves a considerable annual income to the public, as for example, the mills and 
mill sites at Athlone, Keelogue, and Meelick, the lands at Cloonaheenogue, &c., 
as detailed in the abstract Schedule annexed. Appendix (A, No. 3). 

FOURTH AND FIFTH DIVISIONS. 

Consisting of the Shannon from Tarmonbakry to Lough Allen, and 
THE Boyle Water to Lough Key. 

The care of this portion of the Navigation, .exclusive of the Boyle Water, is at 
present vested in the Board of Public Works, and Ave submit that it should be 
transferred to the Commissioners appointed to carry the proposed Avorks into 
execution. 

We have valued the obstructions in this portion of the Shannon and Boyle 
Water, including the mills and eel Aveirs, Avith the exception of the mill at James- 
toAAm, and some .small portions of land and premises AA'hich it Avill be necessary to 
take as soon as tlie plans for the improvement of this portion of the river are pre- 
pared, and Ave are of opinion that an additional sum of about £6,000 will complete 
the amount of the valuations of all the lands, AA^eirs, and mills required for the 
purpose of the navigation of the Upper Shannon and Boyle Water. 

Some claims have been tendered to the Commissioners for compensation 
for injury that the parties anticipate may arise to their properties by the result of 
the proposed operations. These claims are of too vague and uncertain a character 
.to be dealt with at present ; some we believ'e to be visionary, others involving 
doubtful rights ; they must, therefore, be left for future settlement. 

With regard to the fisheries in the river Ave find it necessary for the purpose of 
the navigation and the drainage, that all Aveirs that have been used for. the purpose 
of catching fish, excepting the salmon AA'^eir, near Limerick, should be remTJved, 
and in consequence a value has been put on evei’y such Aveir in proportion to the 
value of the fish taken; but we do not Avish to interfere with the rights of the pro- 
prietors to fish by any mode that Avill not interrupt the free pfissage of the Avaters, 
and we are confident that means will be found ol introducing an efficient fishery 
by means of nets, lines, basket-traps, &c., such as noAV are in use on the Severn 
and other navigable rivers in England ; but as the purchase of the net profits 
arising from the fish noAv taken, has been valued in our awards, we recommend 
that a poAver should be reserved to the public to fish the canals, regulating Aveirs, 
and other portions of the river adjoining which, property shall be acquired for 
carrying the proposed operations into execution, according to such .regulations as 
may be detennined by the Commissioners under whom the conservancy of the 
river may be placed. 
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GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPROVEMENT. 

In forming projects for the impi'ovement of the drainage (as well as of the 
navigation), Ave consider that much will in every case be elfected by the removal 
of the eel weirs. 

Between Killaloe and Castle Connell, the lands subject to flood are of consi- 
derable extent, but a great portion of them is only flooded for a short time in each 
year, and consequently in their present state are so valuable as meadow land, that 
the greater number of the proprietors are averse to any alteration \ but as this 
reach of the river forms a portion of the Limerick navigation, it Avill be desirable, 
for the purposes of that navigation, to regulate the flood-waters so as to prevent 
injury to the banks, and this can be effected AAUthout incurring a heavy expense. 

BetAveen Castle Connell and Plassey there is a tract of land subject to flood, 
much of Avhich lies low, and the flood-Avaters prevent the drainage in Avinter from 
the surrounding tillage lands ; it consequently becomes desirable, for the purposes of 
drainage, to loAver the Avaters permanently, Avhich can be effected in ii great 
measure by the removal of the eel AA^eirs and the shoal at Castle Troy ; but Ave 
recommend that these improvements should only be undertaken at the desire and 
partly at the expense of the proprietors Avho Avill exclusively derive benefit from 
the proposed Avorks. 

At Plassey a mill-dam of considerable size and extent has been_ erected Avithin 
the last ten or twelve years (as Ave understand) nearly across the river ; it is stated 
to be the cause of much of the flooding above it ; but Ave apprehend it the eel Aveii's 
be removed, and the shoal at Castle Troy loAvered, it will be found that vei*y little 
if any land Avill be flooded by the back Avater created by the mill-dam ; acting 
under this impression Ave have not included either it or the dam at Corbally Mill, 
AAdiich is similarly circumstanced, in our valuation, and more especially as they do 
not interfere. Avith the proposed improvement of the navigation. But we consider 
it desirable that such poAvers be given in the neAv Act as Avill enable the Commis- 
sioners entrusted Avith the general conservancy of the river to loAver or make such 
other modifications or alterations in these Aveirs as may from time, to time upon a 
more detailed examination, appear necessary, paying the parties interested (it 
legally entitled) compensation for any temporary or permanent damage they may 
sustain. 

In respect to the drainage of the flooded lands on either bank of the hJiddle 
Shannon, Ave still believe that the object Avill be as fully obtained as Ave had ever 
contemplated ; and on the Upper Shannon, Avhere tlie improvement in the drainage 
is universally sought for, aa^c feel assured of the most successful result : aa'C annex a 
Report (Appendix D.) by Mr. Nicholson, an experienced valuator, on the state 
of the country on the Middle Shannon subject to inundations. In this Report the 
present condition and value of the CalloAA' lands liable to be flooded is fully consi- 
dered. It Avould appear that a certain small portion of the flooded lands Avhich con- 
sist of clayey loam Avill be lessened in value by the loAvering of the AA'^aters, but 
that the value of the larger portion, Avhich is of a ])eaty nature, aauII be increased 
full 40 per cent., and in many cases Avould be doubled in value, were a proper 
system of irrigation inti’oduced. 

In regard to the tributaries to the Shannon we have as yet made but feAv 
investigations, being unwilling to delay our Report by considerations not absolutely 
necessary to the opening of the principal channel. • But many of these tributaries 
present great capabilities for the extension of Avater communication into the interior 
of the country, and, in most cases, into rich agricultural districts. 

The opening of these tributaries for navigable purposes can, in many cases, be 
effected at a comparatively small expense, and they Avill form, when improved, such 
valuable feeders to the main line of navigation, as Avill justify a favourable con- 
sideration at a future period, in consequence suiweys of the most important have 
been made, and are in a fonvard state ; and we propose, dining the present season, 
to have them completed and to lay down designs for their improvement. We 
consider it to be a matter of importance in a great Avork ol this kind that there 
should be throughout a unity of design and principle, the lamentable effects of a 
Avant of Avhich being but too' evident in tlip present state of the Shannon navi- 
gation. _ , 

It Avill also be desirable to erect small piers and landing quays at different places 
on the shores of the lakes and river, and, in some instances, to make short cuts or 
canals to the interior. Such piers, &c., Avould confer more local than general benefit, 
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;inil consequent!}'’, in our opinion, they should he dependant on the co-operation of 
local subscription. These will, nevertheless, be deserving of a proportionate share 
of public support, as tending to complete this great measure of internal navigation, 
and, with the improvement of the tributaries, facilitate the full developement of the 
resources of the surrounding districts. 

On re-considering our Second Report we see no reason to alter the opinions 
therein expressed, in respect to lire proportion in which we thought the funds 
might be raised for carrying the several proposed works into execution. 

In page 11 of that Report -we introduced a table setting forth a proposed 
arrangement for defraying the expense of constructing several important piers and 
landing wharfs in the district of the Lower Shannon, as follows ; — 





Public. 


District. 


Proprietors. 


Kilvush 


One-half . 


One-fourth . 


One-fourth. 


Tarbert 


One-half . 


One-fourth . 


One-fourth. 


Fovues . . . , . 


Otie-half . 




One-half. 


Askeaton . 


One-third . 


One-third . 


Une-thircl. 


Adare .... 


One-third . 


One-third . 


One-third. 


Cahircon . 


One-third . 


One-third . 


One-third. 



We now think it right to describe more particularly the limits of the district 
which we recommend should be taxed to defray a portion of the expense of each 
particular ^\'ork, namely : — 

Kilrush pier. — One-fourth part of the- expense should be contributed joizitly by 
the barony of Moyarta and the barony of Clanderlaw, with the exception of the 
parishes of Kildysart, Kiifidan, and Kilchrist, in the barony of Clanderlaw. 

Tarbert pier and landing-wharf. — One-fourth part of the expense to be de- 
frayed by the barony of Irraghticonnor. 

Askeaton landing-wharf. — One-third part to be defrayed by the parish of 
Askeaton. 

Adare improvement of the canal. — One-third part to be defrayed by the parish 
of Adare. 

Cahircon pier. — One-third part to be defrayed by the parishes of Kildysart, 
Kiifidan, and Kilchrist, in the barony of Clanderlaw^ 

The undermentioned places were not introduced in the Second Report, being 
of minor importance than those above enumerated. We have, however, con- 
sidered that it would be better to do so now^ wuth a view to dissipate any doubts 
as to the proportions to be borne by the proprietors of the land on which it is 
recommended to construct the proposed works, and for which estimates were 
prepared. 





Public. District. 


Proprietors. 


Cavrigaholt 


One-half . . . j 


One-half. 


Querin .... 


Oiie-half . . . : 


One-half. 


Ballylongford . 


One-half . . . i 


One-halt. 


Glvnn .... 


One-half . . . ] 


One-half. 


Kiltcery 


One-half ... 


One-haK. 


Clare .... 


One half .... 


One-half. 



The Act 5 and 6 Wm. IV. cap. 67., contemplates that the repayments by 
counties and districts should be for such portion of the moiety of the expenses^as 
may be required to make up the deficiency in the amount received for tolls. To 
prevent inconvenience and disappointment, it would be desirable to put this pro- 
vision on another basis, making the counties responsihle for the entire amount of 
the moiety wdtliout reference to the tolls, for these reasons 

1st. The amounts to be contributed or repaid by the districts must be by instal- 
ments ; and as in every case the payment of these instalments will be required very 
early, that is, simultaneously w'ith the commencement of the works, and as the 
receipts arising from tolls during the progress of fhe works will be very small, and 
even subsequently will only be gradually on the increase, it would ajzpcar that the 
repayments w’ill be completed before these tolls can come fully into effect. 
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2d. It would be very inexpedient to press upon an improved medium of inter- 
course by whicli an amelioration of the country is to be effected by heavy tolls. 
We consider, on the contrary, that the traffic should be fostered by very moderate 
charges, and that nothing can be looked for from these tolls for a considerable 
time but what might be sufficient to defray the expense of maintenance, and that, 
if any surplus should arise, it may at a subsequent period be applied with advantage 
to contributing, on the part of the public, to the improvement of the tributaries or 
the erection of wharfs and piers. 

In compliance with our instructions, that we should propose a rate for future 
tolls for the navigation on the Shannon, we beg to repeat our strong recommendation 
of the absolute propriety of fixing the rates very low, not only on account of the 
necessity for encouraging, in the greatest degree, business that can only be created 
by the gradual improvement of the country, but also, as we believe it to be, the 
principle that will eventually lead to the greatest amount of revenue. 

"V^^e recommend, therefore, that the maximum rate to be fixed by Act of Parlia- 
ment be one penny per ton per statute mile ; but that the greater lakes, namely. 
Lough Derg, Lough Ree, and Lough Allen, be excluded from the inileage and 
from all navigation tolls. 

According to our instructions, that we should state the provisions that should be 
introduced into the Act of Parliament, which will be necessary to carry into effect 
the measures contemplated by the Act 5 and 6 Wra. IV. c. 67, we beg to state 
that we have done so in a distinct paper annexed to this Report (Appendix C), 
in which we have recommended the powers, that should be given to carry into 
execution the works referred to in our Second Report, together with those whi<ffi 
will be necessary for the improvement of the Upper Shannon, and also including 
the powers which we conceived requisite for the adjustment of the tolls and 
other rates. 

The present Report terminates our labours, and includes every investigation we 
have entered upon in respect to that most important part of the Shannon which 
extends from Carrigaholt to Tarmonbarry, the point at which the Royal Canal 
joins the river, 100 miles above Limerick, and the valuations include all the mills, 
eel weirs, and lands required for that distance. 

We are now proceeding with the investigations required for the upper portion 
of the river between Tarmonbarry and Lough Allen, a distance of 40 miles, as 
well as of the Boyle Water, from its junction with the Shannon above Garrick 
nearly to the town of Boyle, and also of the Carnadoe Waters in the county of 
Roscommon, wdiich will open a fine agricultural district. The whole of the 
surveys and estimates are now in a very forward state, and we shall lose no time 
in having them completed. 

Before concluding, we beg leave to draw your Lordship’s attention to the im- 
» portance of an early determination respecting the execution of the works. It should 
be borne in mind that our calculations and awards have been made on existing 
interests, which will vary every year ; and that these changes will materially affect 
the value of the several interests in each case, in proportion to the respective tenures 
of the parties concerned. Great inconvenience must also arise to individuals from 
the uncertainty as to whether the properties valued will be required by the public 
or not, in consequence of which many are even now deterred from making improve- 
ments or even repairs, particularly to mills and eel weirs. 

Should the Legislature determine to undertake this great measure of national 
improvement, we should strongly urge the propriety of pursuing the necessary 
operations with activity as a measure of economy, as one that will speedily 
develop the resources of the country, and, at the same time, relieve the existing 
trade from uncertainty and from lengthened interruption. 

We have the honour to be, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 

J. F. BURGOYNE, 

HARRY D. JONES, 
RICHARD GRIFFITH, 

BuUm, Muy 24, 1S38. BROOK T. OTTLEY. 
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MADE FOR 

EEL WEIRS, LANDS, AND OTHER PREMISES, 

REQUIRED TO BE TAKEN FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT OP THE RIVER SHANNON. 
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First and Second Divisions . — Limerick Districj 



S3 




Descriiition of Property. 




tz 






Lands. 




s ® 
is 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quontitj-, 
Stat. Measure 


Mills and Houses, 




Carrigaholt 




Part bare rock and part 
old road to the village, 
for road. 


A. R. P. 






Querrin .... 


• • • 


Gravelly sea beach, part 
below the level of high 
water. 








Kixrush .... 




Sea shore and bed of river 
for extension of pier. 




* . . 




Ballylongford . 




Part arable land and part 
gravelly beach, covered at 
high water. 








Tarbert .... 




Part pasUire and arable 
land, part rocky cliff and 
shingle beach opposite 
and adjacent thereto. 




• • 




Glynn .... 




Gravelly sea beach, below 
the level of high water 
and bed of river opposite 
thereto. 








Kilteery . . 


• • • 


Rocky and gravelly beach, 
arable land and poor pas- 
ture. 








Foynes .... 




Part sea beach and rocky 
cliff, part plantation and 
pasture. 




• • * 




KiLDYSART, OrCAflER- 
CON. 




Sea beach, greater portion 
below tlie level of high 
water. 








Askeaton . 




Land for site of pier and 
road thereto, at Gortna- 
soothra, anti bed of river 
opposite thereto. 








The Maigue . . . 




Land for widening river 
and canal ami for deposit- 
ing spoil upon. 


10 3 16 


• • • 


13 


Clare-on-Feugus . 




Land, Nos. 1 and 2, covered 
at spring tides. 


3 1 17 




13 






No. 3, arable and pasture 
land; No. 4, old road way. 


0 1 17 




15 


Lower Park, ofRhe- 
BOGUE, at Arthur’s 
Feriiy. 




Land, No. 1, part pasture, 
subject to flood.s ; part 
arable, sandy, subsoil, and 
river edge. 


0 2 3S 


. . . 


15 


Illaanaroon 




Islands, Nos. 2, 3, and 4; 
pa'ture, part good and 
part sandy, subject to 
floods. 


1 1 16^ 


. . 


15 


Athlunkaud . 




Pasture land, subject to 
floods, marked No. 6. 


0 10 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RIVER SHANNON. 



13 




extending from Carrigaholt to Lough Derg. 



Where situated. 


Names of 
Reputed Owners. 






I 


• County, 
^Baroni/. 
PariBh. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
compensate all 
luterests. 


Observations, 


Number of i 
Volume 


Clare. 

Moyarta. 

Moyarta. 


Henry S. Burton, Esq. 


£. s. d. 
0 5 0 




1 


■> 


William Biirrough and Randolph 
Burrough, Esqrs. 


0 5 0 




2 


Clare. 

Moyarta, 

Kilrash. 


Crofton Vandelieur, Esq. . 


0 5 0 


The proprietor makes a free gift 
of the premises required and will 
subscribe to the work. 


3 


Kerry. 

Iraghticonnor. 

Kiluaughtoii. 


Robert Leslie, Esq., a minor . 
Terence Connor. 


0 5 0 




4 


■■ 


Robert Leslie, Esq., a minor . 


0 5 0 


.... 




Limerick. 
Lower Connelloe. 
Killiergus. 


The Knight of Glynn .... 


0 5 0 


The proprietor makes a free gift of 
the premises and will subscribe 
to the work. 




Limerick. 
Lowa' Connelloe. 
Loughill. 


The Earl of Clare 


0 5 0 


The proprietor makes a free gift pf 
the premises required and will 
subscribe to the work. 


7 


Limerick. 
Loieer Connelloe. 
Robertstowii. 


The Right Hon. Thomas Spring 
Rice, Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. 


0 5 0 


The proprietor makes a free gift of 
the premises required and will 
subscribe to the work. 


8 


Clare. 

Islands. 


John Biiidon Scott, Esq. . . 


0 5 0 


The proprietor makes a free gift of 
the premises required and will 
subscribe to the work. 


9 


Limerick. 

Askcaton. 


James F. Massey, Esq. . 


0 5 0 


The proprietor makes a free gift of 
the premises required. 


10 


Lixierick. 

Adare. 


The Earl of Dunraven .' . 


0 5 0 


The proprietor makes a free gift of 
the premises required. 


11 


Clare. 
Islands. 
Clare Abbey. 


Representatives of Sir Nathaniel 
Peacock, Bart. 

Sir Lucius O’Brien, Bart. 

Miss Lillis and ,City of Dublin 
Sleam Packet Company. 


57 18 9 




12 




Representatives of Sir Nathaniel 
Peacock, Bart. 

Marcus Patterson, Esq., a minor. 
John Magrath. 


6 11 8 




13 


City of Limerick. 
South Liberties. 


The Limerick Corporation 
Alderman D. F. Mahony. 
Michael Woods, Michael Haydn. 


34 2 9 




14 


Clare. 

Bunratty. 


Thomas Jackson, Esq. . 


37 15 2;^ 


.... 


15 




■■ 


9 7 6 




16 
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First and Second Divisions . — Limerick District 



1 






Description of Propeity. 










Lands. 




E 

I 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quantity, 
Stat. Measure. 


Mills and Houses, 


15 


Clooncurhee . 




Land, marked No. 5, part 
pasture, part meadow, sub- 
ject to floods. 


A. R. P. 

0 3 24 




15 


GiLLOQUE Quarry . 




Part rocky pasture land, 
part arable. 


0 3 26 




A 


Plassey .... 


Salmon cribs, Nos. 1 
and 2, with the stone 
damsbelonging there- 
to, and eel weirs. 
Nos. 3, 4, and 5. 








A 


Gurraun .... 


Eel weirs. Nos. 6, 7, 
and S. 






• • • 


B 


Castle Troy _ . . 


Eel weir, No. 1. 








B 


Mount Daniel . . 


Eel weirs; Nos. 2, 3, 
4, 5, and 6. 








C 


Angler’s Lodge . 


Eel weirs. Nos. 1, 2, 
3, and 4. 








C 


New Garden 


Eel weirs, Nos. 5 & 6 








D 


Landscape . 


Eel weir .... 








E 


Faulbaun . . 


Eel weir. No. 1, called 
Faulbaun. 








E 


Faulgarriff. 


Eel weirs. Nos. 1 and 
2, called Faulgarriff. 








E 


Castleconnell .. . 


Sites of eel weirs, called 
Gustavaan. 








F 


Upper and Lower 
Bleach Weirs. 


Lower Bleach Weirs, 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and 
Upper Bleach Weirs, 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4. 








F 


Island, or Castle 
Weirs. 


Eel weirs, Nos. 1 & 2 






. . 


F 


Castleconnel. — Up- 
per and Lower Cloou 
^ Weirs. 


Upper Cloon Weirs, 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3; 
Lower Cloon Weirs, 
Nos. 1 and 2. 








G 


Errina .... 


Eel weir .... 
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extending fro® Carrigaholt to Loiigh Derg — continued. 



yphere situated. 


Names of 
Reputed Owners. 






f 


County. 

Barony. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
cpmpeusate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Number of A 
Volume 1 


Cla-re. 

Bunratty. 


Thomas Arthur, Esq 


£. s. d. 
33 15 0 




17 


Clare. 

Tullagk. 

Kiltanalea. 


Thomas Arthur, Esq. . . . 

Limerick Navigation Company. 


23 12 6 




18 


City of Limerick. 
Kilmurry. 


Rev. Richard Maunsell . 
Major Maunsell. 

Reuben Harvey. 


79 10 0 




19 


Clare. 

Tullagh. 

Bjltanalea. 


Thomas Arthur, Esq. 

John Madden and James Madden 


44 3 4 




20 


City of Limerick. 
Kilmurry. 


William Hartney, Esq. . 
Edward Cre^h, H. Mahon. 
John Lane. 


1(5 IS 4 




21 


Clare. 

Tullagh. 

Kiltanalea. 


Mat. Barrington, Esq. 

Pat. and John Mulqueeny, and 
Thomas Lane. 


4 0 0 


The proprietor gives up the claim 
for his interest. 


22 




Sir Hugh Dillon Massey, Bart. . 
John, Robert, David, and Timothy 
Rea. 


74 0 0 




23 


City of Limerick. 
Stradbally. 


William Gabbett, Esq. . . . 

Godfrey Massey, Esq. 

Patrick Mire. 


36 19 6 




24 


Clare. 

: Tullagh. 

\ Kiltanalea. 


Sir Hugh Dillon Massey, Bart. . 
Henry Allen, Esq. 

P. William Creagh, Esq. 


57 4 0 




25 


City op Li.merick. 
Stradbally. 


Massey Ryves, Esq. .... 
George Ryan. 


4 3 4 


This weir was erected four years 
ago. 


26 


Clare. 

1 Tullagh. 

Kiltanalea. 


Sir Hugh Dillon Massey, Bart. . 
Thomas Ryan. 


8 6 8 


This weir not fished, or kept in 
repair. 


27 


1 Limerick. 

Clanwilliam. 
i Stradbally. 


William Frewen 


10 0 


These weirs destroyed. 


28 


Clare. 

Tullagh. 

Doonass. 


Hugh D. Massey, Esq. . 
Samuel Biiidon, Esq. 

John Price, Richard Nash. 


204 3 4 




29 


1 Limerick. 

! Clanwilliam. 

Stradbally. 


Sir Richard De Burgh, Bart. 
John Michael Dungan. 

Michael Carroll, Major O’Brien. 


51 9 6 




30 




Sir Richard De Burgh, Bart. 
Henry Bridgman, Esq., or John 
Michael Dungan. 

George Dowling and Thomas 
Considine. 


120 18 11 




81 


Clare. 

Tullagh. 

Doonass. 


Hugh Dillon Massey, Esq. . 
Mrs. Going. 

James Lysaght. 


43 2 6 




32 
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First and Second Divisions . — Limerick District 









Description of Property. 




2s 






Lauds. 






B ° 
Z 




Eel Weil'S. 


Description. 


Quantity, 
Stat. Measure. 


Mills and Houses, 










A. R. P. 




G 


World’s End 


Eel weirs, Nos. 1 and 
2. 








14 






Part arable and plantation, 
and part river edge. 


0 3 so 




H 


Ardcloony . . , 


Eel weirs, Nos. 1, 2, 
3, and 4. 








H 


Parteen .... 


Sites of four eel weirs 








10 


Cloonfadda and 
Nest Island. 




Part pasture and part good 
coarse meadow, subject to 
floods, marked Nos. 1 and 
2. 


2 2 4 




10 


Fort Henry 




Part pasture, part sandy 
and gravelly shore, mark- 
ed No. 3. 


0 2 39 




10 


Bird Hill . 


. . . 


Part pasture, part good 
meadow, subject to floods, 
marked No. 4. 


0 3 25 


. . . 


I 

K 

L 

M 

N 


CuSSAAN toKiLLALOE, 
inclusive. 


Three eel weirs at Cus- 
saaii. 

Two eel weirs at Fort 
Henry. 

Five eel weir.s, called 
the Fylaan Eel Weirs. 

Three eel weirs below 
the Pound, and four 
eel weirs in the first 
rankbelow the bridge 
at Killaloe. 

Five eel weirs, called 
the Castle Weirs, and 
two eel weirs, Nos. 8 
and 9, in the third 
rank above the bridge 
at Killaloe ; in all 
24 eel weirs. 








M 


Kii.laloe, below the 
Bridge. 


Eel weir, marked No. 
1, called Soiiagof. 


. . . 




. . . 


•• 


: ■■ 


Eel weirs, markedNos. 
I, 2, 3, and 4, called 
the Pound Weirs. 


. . . 




. . . 


■* 




Eel weirs, marked No. 
1, called Rolleston 
Weir, first rank below 
the bridge. 






. . . 


N 


Killaloe, above the 
Bridge. 


Eel weir, marked No. 
2, of the third rank, 
called the Hag. 


• • ■ 




■ • • 
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County. 

Baronrj. 

Parish. 



Limerick. 
Clanwilliam. 
Strad bally. 



ClARE. 

Tullagh. 

Killaloe. 



Owney and Arra. 
Kilcommiiy. 



Clare. 

Tullagh. 

Killaloe. 



Tipperary. 
Oxoney and. Arra. 



Clare. 

Tullagh. 



Names of 
Reputed Owners. 



Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 



Sir Richard De Burgh, Bart. 
John Wallplate, Esq. 



Marcus Patterson, Esq. 
Mrs. Vincent. 

John Scanlon. 



Mr. Ormsby ..... 
George Twiss, Esq. 

Limerich Navigation Company. 



Earl of Egremout . 
Finch 'White. 



John S- Henry, Esq. 
Pinch White. 



Total Amount 
awarded to 
compensate alt 



61 0 



TiPPEU-ARV. 
Owney and Arra. 
Tampulkelly. 



Arthur Ormsby, Esq. . 
Stephen Atkins, Esq. 



Francis Shortt, Esq. ...» 

Simon Johnson, James Johnson, 
Patrick Cummins, Mary Cum- 
mins. 

Timothy Ward, Patrick Johnson, 
Francis Johnson, Patrick M‘Cor- 
mick, Michael Gleeson, John 
Finn, James Doocey. 



John Joseph Henry, Esq. 
Mrs. E. Hastings. 
William Ellis. 



Parker, Esq. 

William Cordue. 
Patrick M'Keogh. 



Rolleston, Esq. . 

Standish Parker, Esq. 
James Ducey. 



George Wicklow, Esq. 

Thomas M. Wilson, H. White, 
Esqrs. 

John and Mary Nihill. 



Limerick Navigation Company 
bound by lease to pay £12 per 
annum. 



Eel weirs, Nos. 4 and 5 of the 
Tylaan Weirs, erected in 1834. 

Eel weirs, Nos. 2 and 3, below the 
Pound, erected in I8IS5 and eel 
weir. No. 4, below the Pound, 
erected in 1824. 
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£ 






Description of Property. 




.3 ^ 






Lands. 




il 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quantity, 
Stat. Measure. 


Mills and Houses, 


N. 


Killaloe, above the 
Bridge. 


Halfof eel weir, mark- 
ed No. 5, called 
Quilla, of the third 
rank ; eel weir, mark- 
ed No. 11, called 
Craggen, of the se- 
cond rank; and eel 
weir, marked No. 3, 
called Somoor, of the 
first rank. 




A. R. P. 




9 


Killaloe. — Knuckly- 
croovaun. 




No. 1, wet, sedgy, eiit-away 
moor, flooded for seven 
months ; and No. 2, rough 
rushy pasture. 


3 3 14 




9 


Quillianagh . 




No. .5, waste shore, used for 
landing marl. No. 6. pas- 
ture land and gravelly 
shore. - No. -7, Insha 
Islands, coarse pasture. 
No. 8, part good pasture, 
on rocky sub-soil ; part 
waste rocky shore, and 
part bottom pasture. 
No. 9, part bottom pas- 
ture, and part upland fit 
for tillage. 


9 2 7 




9 


Ballina .... 




No. 10, part gravelly waste 
shore, and part arable. 
No. 14,partgravellywaste 
shore, part roadway, and 
one-third good arable. 
No. 15, good meadow, 
subject to floods. 


1 0 14 


Nos. ] 1 and 12, to 
slated houses, witl!- 
out offices. No. 13, 
one thatched cabin. 


K 


The Moyse . 


Eel weirs. Nos. 3, 4, 
5, and 6. 








N 


Killaloe, above the 
Bridge. 


Eel weir, Murllen- 
manna. No. 1 ; half 
of Quilla, No. 5; 
Keeldhurras, No. 6 
of the third rank, and 
Somweenagh, No. 5 
of the second rank. 








N 




Eel weirs, Conambeg, 
No. 3 of the third 
rank ; Breaan, No. 2, 
andSomacaun,No.8, 
of the second rank. 










” 


Eel weir, Conamraore, 
No. 4 of the third rank 












Eel weirs, Sonagrina, 
No. 7 of the third 
rank, and Sonamoe, 
No. 7 of the second 
rank. 


' • • 
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District.] 



extending from Carrigaholt to Lough Derg — continued. 



Where situated. 


Names of 
Reputed Owners. 






f 


CounrjT. 

Barony. 

Palish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Number of A 
Volume I 


. Cr.ARE, 
Tullagh, 
Killaloe; 
and 

Tipperary, 
Otcaey and Arra, 
Tarapulkelly. 


Philipi Eeade, Esq.^ the Misses 
Tandy. 

Patrick Ryan. 

Miss Spaight, Mrs. Fairtclough. 


£. 'S. d. 

737 2 8 




46 


. Clare. 
Tullagh. 
Killaloe. 


The Bishop of Killaloe , . , . . 

Denis Sampson, Michael Martin, 
Esq., Thomas O’Brien, James 
Gallagher, R. Grantham, John 
Nihill. 

John Miiiehan, John Brett. , 


36 3 3 


.... 


47 


Tipperary. 
Owney and Arra. 
Tampulkelly. 


John Joseph Henry, Esq. 

Widow M‘Keogh, Stephen Atkins, 
Esq. 


162 11 8 




48 




John Joseph Henry, Esq. . . 

Michael Digan. 


23 16 3 


.... 


49 




John Joseph Henry, Esq. 

Michael Digan, Anthony Cashel, 
Widow Smith. 


83 6 8 




50 


Clare. 

Tullagh. 

Killaloe. 


The Bishop of Killaloe 
Richard Winnett. 


33 19 2 


Eel weir. No. 6, erected about a 
year ago. 


51 


” 


The Bishop of Killaloe . . . 

John Nihill, Paul Nihill. 


333 2 2 


.... 


52 




The Bishop of Killaloe 
Patrick M'Donagh, James M‘Do- 
nagh. 

John and William Nihill. 


265 11 2 




53 




The Bishop of Killaloe 
Patrick Barton, Mary Barton. 


66 10 10 




54 




The Bishop of Killaloe . . 

Mathew Nihill. 


224 6 9 




55 
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s 




Description of Property. 


a 






Lands, 




1 




Eel Weirs. 


Description, 


Quantity, 
Sfat. Measure. 


Mills and Houses. 


M 


Killaloe, above' the 
Bridge. 


Eel weirs, Solaaii, No. 1 
of the second rank, 
and Sonahaun, No. 1 
of the first rank. 




A. R. P. 








Eel weirs, Sonaglee- 
ragh. No. S, Sona- 
gower. No. 6, and 
Clobbeen, No. 10, of 
the second rank. 












Eel weirs, Breaan, 
No. 4, and Somaree, 
No. 9, of the second 
rank. 












Eel weirs, Sograun, 
No. 2, Sofollahaun, 
No. 4, and lurk. 
No. 5, of the first rank. 








14 


Errina .... 


• • • 


Land marked No. 2, pas- 
ture and meadow, part 
flooded. 


0 3 18 






LimerickNavigation 

Company. 


All the property of the Limerick Navigation Company, vested in them hy the Act 2d 
Geo IV session 1830, or acquired by them under the powers of that Act, including 
their drecl<re-boat, lighters, and other boats, all sums of money due to them and their 
parliamentary contingency fund, together with all maps, plans, and sections in their 
possession, relating to said navigation. 



ABSTRACT. 



Description of Property. 


Amount. 




£. s. d. 




5,663 2 11 




642 3 2 




83 6 8 


Limerick Navigation Company’s property (award. 




•subject to reduction, according to the state of the 


12,227 18 7 


debts at the time of payment) ...... J 




Total of Limerick District . . £ 


18,616 11 4 
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FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RIVER SHANNON. 



extending from Carrigaholt to Lough Derg — continued. 



"Where situated. 


Names oE 
Reputed Owners. 






1 


CSOUNTV. 

Barony. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessers. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Number of 
Yohime 


<■ CiARE. 
Tullagh. 
Killatoe. 


The Bishop of Killaloe . • . ' . 
Anne Ryan. 


s. d. 
206 15 8 




56 




The Bishop of Killaloe , . 

John Malone. 


347 19 8 




57 




The Bishop of Killaloe . . . 

Michael Edwards. 


259 4 8 


.... 


58 


” 


The Bishop of Killaloe 
William Hugh, John and Mathew 
Niliill, Anne Ryan. 

M"ichael Edwards. ■ 


1,205 17 3 




59 


Clare. 

Tullagh. 

Doonass. 


Sir Hugh D. Massey, Bart. . . 

William Brady, Mr. Lidwell. 
James Cross, Patrick Meara. 


34 9 11 


* * * * 


60 


City of Limerick. 
Clare. 

Bunratiy, Tullagh. 
Kiltanalea, , Doonass, 
Riltaloe. 


The LimericlcNavigation Company 


12,227 18 7 


Out of this amount, the sum of 
£6,000 to be paid to the Limerick 
Navigation Company, as compen- 
sation for their stock and interest 
in this property. The remaining 
sumof £6,227. lSs.7fi. isawarded 
(subject to reduction, according to 
the state of the debts at the time 
of payment) to pay off all the in- 
cumbrances of the company, ex- 
cepting their debt to the Board 
of Public Works, which, with 
interest thereon to the 1st of 
May, amounts to the sum of 
£14,656. 13s. 4d. 


61 



Limerick, 6th day of April 1838. 



J. F. Borgoyne, 1 

Harry D. Jones, > Commissioners.. 

Richard Griffith, j 
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Lteict.] for the improvement OF THE RIVER SHANNON. 23 



koagh i)erg to the Southern Extremity of the Athlone Canal. 



Where situated. 


Names of reputed Owoera. 






^ - 


COOHTV. 

Barony. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


Total Amount 
awarded to com- 
pensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Numberof Av 
Volume ] 


Sakway. 

Longford, 

Meelick. 


Marquis of Clanricarde . . 

The friars of Meelick monastery. ' 


£. S. d. 
8 6 S 




1 




Marquis of Clanricarde . . . 

John Horan. 


45 10 0 




2 




Marquis of Clanricarde 
Michael Dempsey. 


64 10 0 




3 


King’s. 

Gq.TTycastle. 

Lusmagn. 


Valentine Bennett, Esq. . 
John Allman. 


66 13 4 




4 


Galway. 

Longford. 

Meelick, 


Marquis of Clanricarde . 
Thomas Killeen. 

Charles Killeen. 


366 13 4 




5 


King’s. 

Gamjcastle. 

fcusiSagh. 


James Daly, Esq 

Charles Killeen, Timothy Killeen, 
and Michael Killeen. 


270 0 0 




6 




Captain Clifford Trotter . 
Patrick, Charles, Timothy, and 
Michael Killeen. 


312 1.5 0 




7 




Captain Clifford Trotter . . . 

Mr. M’Donagh. 

Pat Shaughnessy. 


33 6 8 




8 , 


■ 1. • 


Garrett O’Moore, Esq. . , 

David Horan. 


66 13 4 





9, 


Galway. 


Hubert B. Moore, Esq. . 


83 6 8 


These weirs have been built within 
40 years. 


10 


Galway. 

Longford. 

Cloiifert. 

King’s. 

Garrycastle. 

llynagh. 


Doctor Hubert Kelly .... 
Daniel Hipwell. 


1,633 6 8 




11 • 


Galway. 

,Kwg’|. 


Colonel L’Estrange .... 


50 0 0 




12 


Roscommon. 

Moycarne. 

Moore. 


Alexander Lynch, Dominick Lynch. 
Alexander Adams. 


476 7 2 




13 


King’s 

Garrycastle. 

Clonraacnoise. 


Colonel L’Estrange .... 
Hugh Dolan. 


476 7 2 


Two of these weirs were built by 
the present tenant. 


14 


Roscommon. 

Moycarne. 

Moore. 


The Bishop of Meath .... 
Thomas B. St. George, Mr. Knight. 
James Curly. 


52 1 8 




15 


King’s. 

Garrycastle. 

Clonmacnoise. 


The Bishop of Meath . 

Arthur Mac Guinness. 

Kerin Flannery and partners. 


41 13 4 




16 


Roscommon. 

Moycarne. 

Moore. 


The Bishop of Meath. . . 

Thomas B. St. George. 
Michael Mulvey. 


22 8 4 




17 


King's. 

Galway. 




2 0 0 


— 


18 
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THIRD REPORT OF TPIE COMMISSIONERS [BiMoa,, 

Part of Third Division. — BANAOHEa District, extending ftju 


1 




Description of Property. 




-j . 










3 ' 
Z 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quantity. 
Stat. Measure. 


Mills and Houses. 


8 


Keelogoe 




No. 6, Coarse Island; rich 
alluvial soil .... 
No. 7, F, Islandbeg ; rich 
pasture 


0 0 21 
0 0 26 


. . . 










0 17 






... 


. . . 


No. 7, D, Long Island ; 
rich meadow .... 


114 


. . . 








Islands, No. 8, Illawnaglee 

No. 9 

No. 10 


0 1 14 
0 0 9 
0 0 5 


. . . 










0 1 28 






... 




No. 7, E, Island Ardh ; 
meadow 


0 3 13 











No. 7, 1, Callowmore; mea- 
dow, pasture, and verge 
of river ..... 


0 2 6 


* • t 






. . . 


No. 7, G, Illawnkyle ; mea- 
dow 


2 2 16 


• • 




... 


. . . 


No. 11, Coslilane; pasture 


0 0 33 


. . . 




... 




No. 14, Trea ; a garden . 
No. 13, Treabeg; an osiery 


0 15 
0 0 26 












0 1 31 






1 




No. IS, Illawnphissane . 


0 1 16 


. . . 


8 


CLOON.VHENOGUE , 




Parts of Nos. 1 and 19, 
tillage, rocky pasture, part 
meadow, subject to floods 


88 2 34 


Dwelling-house and 
out-ofiices. 




. . 




Tillage, pasture, and mea- 
dow. 


17 0 1 


. . ; 




. . 


. . a 


Meadow . . . ^ . 


11 2 38 


• • • 




. . 


. . . 


Meadow ..... 


11 2 38 


. . . 




.. . . 




Meadow 


15 0 0 


. . . 




. . 


. . . 


Small Island, south of 
Crescent Island, good rich 
soil. 


0 0 28 


. . . 








Island No. 2, sedgy, rushy 
pasture, and coarse mea- 
dow. 


0 1 12 
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Louffii Derg io the Southern Extremity of the Athlone Canal — continwd. 



Where situated. 


Names of reputed Owners. 


Total Amount 
awarded to 
compuiisate all 
Interests. 




1 


County. 

Barmy. 

Parisli. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


Observations. 


Number of Av 
Volume 11 


, Galway. 
Longford. 
Meelick. 


Marquis of Clanricarde , * . 

'I’hoiiias Staunton. 


£. s. d. 
8 5 0 




19 


” 


Marquis of Clanricarde . 

Martin Staunton and Thomas 
Staunton. 


41 17 11 


.... 


20 




Marquis of Clanricarde . . . 

Martin Staunton. 


7 10 n 




21 




Marquis of Clanricarde . . , 

Mark Staunton. 


26 5^9 




22 




Marquis of Clanricarde , 
Charles Killeen. 

Thomas Killeen. 


13 IS 10 




23 


■■ 


Marquis of Clanricarde 
Michael Killeen. 


78 8 8 




24 




Marquis of Clanricarde . . 

Charles Killeen. 

Thomas Killeen. 


3 13 2 




25 




Marquis of Clanricarde , . 
Thomas Killeen. 

Patrick Killeen. 


10 2 84 




26 


■■ 


Marquis of Clanricarde 
Timothy Killeen. 
Charles Killeen. 


4 5 0 




27 


King’s. 

Gamjcasile. 

Lusmagh. 


Valentine Bennett, Esq. ... 
Patrick White. 


1,883 12 6 




28 




Valentine Bennett, Esq. , . 

Bryan Rorke. 


341 0 0 




29 




Valentine Bennett, Esq. . 
Bryan Rorke and Partners. 


467 12 6 




30 




Valentine Bennett, Esq. . 
William, John, Denis, and Patrick 
Martin, Michael Flynn, and Mar- 
garet Kelly. 


467 12 6 




31 




Valentine Bennett, Esq. . 
Patrick, Michael, and Andrew 
Killeen. 


596 12 6 




32 




Valentine Bennett, Esq. . 
William Staunton. 


6 4 6 


.... 


33 




Valentine Bennett, Esq. . 

John Allman, or Patrick White. 


4 10 0 


■ 


34 



D 
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THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 


[BaNAGBe 






Part of Third Division. — Banagher District, extending 


a 




Description of Property. 




3 ^ 






Lands. 


Mills and Houses, 


1 ® 


- 


Eel Weirs. 


Description. ^ 


Quantity, 
fat. Measure. 


8 


Innishirkash . . 




Crescent Island, No. 12 . 
Land marked No. 17, pas- 
turable verge .... 


A. R. I*. 

0 13 
0 12 












0 2 15 




8 


Meelick .... 


. . . 


Island No. 3, called Weir 
Island 


0 1 12 






' 




No. 4, Nett Island 
No. 5, Killeen’s Island . 
No. 7, Coarse Yellow Island 
Noi 7 a, Brimnogue Island 
No. 7 6, Nettle Island 
No. 7 c, Scrubby Island . 


0 1 12 
0 3 20 
0 2 19 
2 3 0 
0 1 17 
0 0 37 












5 0 25 




7 


Banagher 




Noi 1, Clens Island, part 
good pasture, and part 
bad, rocky pasture . 


1 1 18 






... 




Islands marked Nos, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 9, and 12. 


0 1 15 










Land marked No. 19 A . 


0 3 35 






... 




Land marked No. 19 B. 


0 2 7 










Land marked No. 19 D. 


0 1 30 






... 


Mr. Mulloy claimed 
loss of water coiisequeni 


compensation for expected 
on propose'd improvements. 






16 


Shannok Bridge, 
Clooni.feeen. 




Land No. 2, bad sandy pas- 
ture • . 

No. 3, good clay soil. 


0 0 3 
0 0 6 












0 0 9 






. . 




Land No. 4 . . . . 


0 0 2 




8 


Keei-ogue 




No. 7 K, Callow Land . 


0 3 0 






, , 




Yard and garden at the 
back of the mill. 


0 1 7 


Flour and oat n® 
with all the macbii 
ery thereunto belong 
ing, dwelling-tous 
two thatched d'H' 
kiln, barn, stable, M' 
adjoiningpremiseS|l‘ 
gether with mill 
right, of water, 












Tuck mill, machM 
mill dams, slm« 
and , house thert 
belonging, togelS 
with the right ■ 

I water. 1 
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1 Loiia,'h Derg to the Southern Extremity of the Athlone Canal 


—continued. 






Whenj sitaated. 


Number of repufod Owners. 


Total Amount 
awarded to 
compensate ell 
Interests. 






County. 

Bai'ons. 


Proprietor.s. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


Observations. 


o S' 

|> 

ll 


King’s. 

GaTTi/castle. 

Lusmagh. 


Captain Trotler ... 

Walter Mac Donagh. 


£. s. d. 
12 6 0 




35 




Lord Clanricarde ^ 

John Horan. 


3 19 IJ 






Galway. 

Longford. 

Meelick. 


Marquis of Clanricarde 

The- Friars of Meeliclc Monastery. 


157 16 




37 


King’s. 

Garrijcasile. 

Rinagh. 


William French, Esq. 

Rev. Allen Bell, Edward Kelly. 
Thomas Deehan. 


36 0 10 




38 


Galway. 

Longford. 

Clonfert, 


George Macklin, Esq. 

John Luke Horton and John 
Horton. 


2 19 7^ 


.... 


39 


” 


George Macklin 

Martin Killeen. 


30 3 8 




t40 




George Macklin, Esq. 
Robert Finney. 


22 3 6i 




41 




George Macklin, Esq. . . 

Thomas Fleetwood, James Mit- 
chell. 


8 13 9 




42 








No award made, to be left for con- 
sequential damages, if any here- 
' after proved. 


43 


King’s. 

Garrycasile. 

Rinagh. 


Colonel L’Estrange .... 
Thomas Gunning. 


0 10 5 




44 


Roscommon. 

Moycame. 

• Moore. 


Alexander Lynch, Esq. . . . 

Dominick Lynch. 


0 2 6 




45 


Galway. 

Longford. 


Marquis of Clanricarde 

Charles Killeen, Thomas Staunton. 


20 7 4 




52 


Meelick. 


Marquis of Clanricarde . 


1,488 16 0 




46 




Timothy Killeen, Pat Killeen. 










Marqtiis of Clanricarde . . 


324 0 0 




47 








D 2 
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28 THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR [Banagheh 



Part of Third Division . — Banagher District, extending fl'om 











Description of Property. 


■ 










Lands. 




r° 

z 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quantity, 
Stat. Measure 


Mills ami Houses. 


8 


Kvlenascarriff 


Ohe eel 
Killecu’ 


weir, called 
s Weir. 


Mill plot 


2 2 21 


Mill-house and rna- 
chinery, dwellim.. 
house, right of waler 
and all other premises 
(hereto belonging. 


7 


Banagher . . . 




• 


.... 




Mill dams, and the 
right of water. 















Mill-site, with Ihc 
water-course and the 

right ofwater thereto. 


7 


Esker • < . . 


• 




Good pasture between 
southern bank of canal and 
river Shannon, marked 
No. 8. 


12 3 






Cloonahenogue , . 




• * 


Pasture land on the banks 
of the Cloonahenogue 
canal. 


5 0 20 


• • • 




Esker • • . . 






Yard and ground upon 
which stand, store, office 
and boundary walls, on 
southern bank of canal at 
Banagher. 




Store, office, and boun- 
dary walls, now in 
the occupation of 
Steam Packet Com- 
pany, marked 14 on 
Map No. 7. 




Cromwell’s Island. 






Land being gravellv, verge 
of river. - 


0 0 24 






InnishirkagH 


• 


• • 


Land, light and gravelly 
along verge of river. 


0 3 25 


- • • 




Cloonahenogue . 






Land and roatlway, part 
rocky, shrubby pasture, 
part garden and arable. 


3 0 20 


. '. . 




Esker .... 


• 




Ground around Cromwell’s 
Castle, on southern bank 
of Banagher canal, re- 
quired for proposed em 
bankment. 


0 1 20 












Ground situate near the 
Martelio Tower, northern 
side'of Banagher canal. 


0 0 6 


. . . 



ABSTRACT. 



Description of Property. 


Amount. 


Eel and other fishing weirs 

Lands 

Mills 

Houses 

Total of Banagher District . . £ 


£. s. d. 
4,071 19 4 
4,595 15 8 
5,931 0 3 
256 10 0 


14,855 5 3 
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Loun-h Derg to Ihe Southern Extremity of the Aliilone Canal — continued. 



Where situated. 


Number of reputed Owners., 


Total Amount 
awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 






1 . 


Crtusiy. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


Observations. 


Number of i 
Volume 


King's. 

Garrycastle. 

Lusinagh. 


Garrett O’Moore 

Garrett Moore. 

Martin Killeen, Thomas Killeen. 


£. S. d. 

1,800 14 3 


• 




48 


King’s. 

Gamjcastlc. 

Riiiagh. 


William French, Esq. . • 

John Luke Harton. 


2,297 10 0 


• 




49 


Galway. 
Longford. 
] Clonfert. 


George Macklin, Esq. . 
Martin Killeen. 


20 0 0 






50 


■ 


George Macklin, or Grand Canal 
Company. 

John L. Harton. 


56 5 0 


• 




51 


King’s. 

. Garrycastle. 

‘ Lusmagh. 


Valentine Bennett .... 
Grand Canal Company. 


266 8 0 






53 


Galway. 

, Longford. 

Clonfert. 


Grand Canal Company . 

City of Dublin Steam Packet 
Company. 


256 10 0 


This amount awarded for the City 
of Dublin Steam Packet Com- 
pany’s interest in these premises. 


54 


Galway. 

Longford. 

Meelick. 


Lord Clanricarde 

Friars of Meelick, Board of Ord- 
nance. 


4 0 10 


• 


. . . 


55 


King’s. 

Garrycastle. 

Lusmagh. 


Captain Clifford Trotter . . 

Board of Ordnance. 


9 11 3 


• 


. . . 


56 


! 


Valentine Bennett, Esq. . . . 

Board of Ordnance. 


0 5 0 


This amount awarded as nominal 
compensation to Board of Ord- 
nance, value of fee-being included 
in Award No 28. 


57 


1 Galway. 

Longford. 
Clonfert. 


The Board of Ordnance . , . 


0 5 0 






58 


” 


The Board of Ordnance . . 


0 5 0 






59 



Banagher, 10th ciay of April, 1938. 



J. F. Burgoyne, ] 

Harry D. Jones, > Commissioners. 
Richard Griffith, j 
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THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR [Athloke 

Part of Third Athlone District, extending from 




I Yard Tind' ijrouHd -upon i 
which stand house and 
offices. Frontage to 
Tholsel-place, 17 feet; 
mean depth, 66 feet. 

Pleasure garden, yard, and 
ground, upon which stand 
house, offices, and store. 
Frontage to Hatters'-lane, 
149 !l. ; to Tholsel-place, 
47; Shannon, 93; and 
mean depth from Tholsel- 
place to the Shannon, 
132 feet. 

Yards, garden, and ground, 
upon which stand dwell- 
ing-house, 'coach-hoiise, 
stables, and other out- 
offices. Frontage to 
Castle-street, 21 feet; to 
Shannon, 118 feet; mean 
depth from the Shannon, 
60 feet. 

Yard and ground upon 
which stand MissGreene’s 
and RichardSealy’s dwell- 
ing-houses, stores, and 
other out-offices. Front- 
age to Barrack-slip, 40 
feet;. Castle-street, 18^; 
Barrack-street, 56; and 
length from Castle-street 
to Barrack-slip, 70 feet. 

Ground upon whiclvstands 
dwelling-house. Front- 
age to Barrack-slip, 15 
feet ; mean depth, 24 feet. 



Yard and ground upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house and out-office. 
Frontage to Barrack-slip, 
19 feet; mean depth, 25 
feet. 



Yard and ground upon 
which stand three thatched 
cabins. Front to the 
Shannon, 54 feet; to Bar- 
rack-slip, 33 feet; and 
mean depth, 26 feet. 

Yard and ground upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house and offices. Front 
to Castle-street, 19 feet; 
mean depth, 36 feet. 



House and offices 
marked No. 1, stand- 
ing on the ground: 
here described. I 



Dwelling-house, sla- 1 
hies, coach-house, I 
and other out-offices! 
marked No. 2, and 
store marked No. .3, 
on map No. 1, stand- 
ing on the ground 
here described. 



Dwelling-house, sta- ■ 
bies, kitchen, stores,, 
coach-house, andi 
other out-officfi 
marked No. 4 on 
map No. 1, standing 
on the ground bete 
described. 



Two dwelling-houses, 
stores, and offices, as 
now occupied bt 
Richard Sealy and 
Miss Greene, marked 
Nos. 6 and 7 on map 
No. 1, standing on 
the ground here de- 
scribed. 



Dwelling-house, 
in the poss 
of James Brennan, 
marked No. 13 
map No. 1. 

Dwelling-house in tbe 



possession 



of Jolm 



Kenny, marked No. 
14 on mapNo.l,nnd 
all other premises 
standing on Ibe 
ground here de- 

scribed. 

Three thatched cabins, 

marked No. 15. 

all other premhesi 
standing on ik* I 

ground here de-| 

scribed. 

Dwelling-house anj| 

out-offices msvked 
No. 16 on map No 
1, standing on 
ground here de- 

scribed. 
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District.] PHE lMPKUVEMEi>J’i' U 

the Southern to the Northern Extremity of Athlone Canal. 



Total Amount 
awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 



Lord Kilinaine 

George Longworlh, Joseph Long- 
worth. 

Mrs. Dowdall. 



Incorporated Society, George Ro- 1,300 2 1 

binson, 

John Teare, Representatives of 
John T. O'Beirne. 

Terence Henry, Esq., M.D. 



Roscommon. Incorporated Society .... 

Athlone. George Robinson, Edward Larkin, 

St. Peter’s. Margaret Coates, Anne Gibbons. 

James Flynn. 



Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Richard Adam- 
son, Roger Clogher. 

Miss Greene, Richard Sealy. 



Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Richard Adam- 
son, Cooke, JohnM'Don- 

nell. 

James Brennan. 



Incorporated Society .... 47 7- 4 

George Robinson, Richard Adam- 
son, Cooke, Anne Mackay. 

John Kenny. 



Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Richard Adam- 
son, Anne Macka'y. 

Cicely Hand, Michael Lawless, 
Kate Connor. 



Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Richard Adam- 
son. Roger Clogher. 

Roger Gordon. 
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THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR [Athloks 



Partof Third Division. — Athlone District, exteiidiiifrftg^' 



1 




Description of Propett)'. 








Land.. 




s ® 
a 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quantities. 


Mills and Houses. 


1 


Athlone, ... 


• • • 


Yard and ground upon 
which stand a kitchen and 
small out-office. Front to 
Shannon, 81 feet. 


Square Feet. 
1,931 


Kitchen and out-oUee 
marked No. 8 oa 
map No. 1, togctiior 
with bminilary iva[| 
of yard, slandinifon 
the ground here de- 
scribed. 








Part of a yard having a 
small shed thereon, in- 
cluding part of common 
passage to river, front 14 
feet. 


62 


Boundaiy walls and 
small shed, marked 
No. 9 oil map No. 1 
standing on ihe 
ground here de- 
scribed. 








Garden, marked 10, with 
the boundary walls there- 
of, including part of com- 
mon passage to river, front 
to the Shannon 16 feet. 


368 










Ground tipon which stand 
part of bakery and pig- 
gery, being ont-offices of 
house marked No. 11 on 
map No. 1, front to Shan- 
non 15 feet. 


497 


Bakery and piggetj, 
being out-offices of 
house, marked Ko, 
11 on map No. 2, to- 
gether with jrlalfora. 


2 






Yard and ground upon 
which stands store, marked 
E on map No. 2 ; front to 
Connaught-street 26 feet. 


1,339 


Store, marked Eupon 
map No. 2, and all 
appurtenances there 
unto belonging, stand- 
ing on the premises 
here described. 




,, .... 




Part of yard and canal bank, 
and ground upon which 
stands part of Mr. Robin- 
son’s Store marked F. 

Meadow land, subject to 
flood, marked A and B, 
called the Big Meadow. 


14,736 
23 3 10 


Part of the slore 
marked F. 




The Middle Mills, 
Steel’s Mill. 




Garden, yard, and ground 
upon which stand mill, 
kiln, and premises, now 
in occupation of James 
Steele, front to bridse 34 
feet. 


Square Feet. 
7,303 


Machinery, mill, dwell- 
ing-house, kiln, store, 
and all otlier premises 
standing on the lands 
here described. 




Mullins’s Mill . 




Garden, yard, and ground 
upon which stand mill, 
dwelling-house, store, kiln, 
and other premises, now 
in the occupation of James 
Mullins; front to bridge 
26 feet. 


3,511 


Machinery, mill, dwell- 
ing-house, kiln, store, 
and allother premises 

standing on the lands 
here deseiibed. 


X 


The Eastern Mill . 

,, 


Eel weirs, Nos. 4 and 
5, called Carrowmore, 
below the bridge of 
Athlone. 


Yard and ground, upon 
which stand mill, stores, 
and premises, now in the 
occupation of the Messrs. 
Jones; front to bridire 61 
feet. 


2,441 


Machinery, mill, storey 
and ail other prS' 
raises standing on 
lands here described. 
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the Southern to the Northern Extremity of the Athlone Ca.\\3].— continued. 






Where situated. 


Names of 
reputed Owners. 






■H 


COUNTT. 

Harony. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


® 1 
la 


Roscommon. 

Athlone. 

St. Peter’s. 


Lord Castlemaine . . . » . 

Messrs. Magrath and Shepherd, 
Mrs. Coats^ and Son, Mrs. Anne 
Gibbons. 

Denis Keogh. 


£. i. d. 
213 15 0 




10 


•> 


Lord Castlemaine 

Messrs. Magrath and Shepherd, 
Mrs. Coates and Son, Mrs. Anne 
Gibbons. 

William Hayden. 


25 0 0 




11 




Lord Castlemaine 

Messrs. Magrath and Shepherd, 
Mrs. Coates and Son, Mrs. Anne 
Gibbons. 

William Murpby. 


30 0 0 




12 




Lord Castlemaine ..... 
William Sproule. 

Peter Galvin. 


215 0 0 




13 




Lieut. Col. Lloyd 

John Browne. 

George Tyrrell. 


1S2 0 0 




14 




Grand Canal Company . . , 

John Robinson. 


810 0 0 




15 




Incorporated Society .... 
John Robinson, William Potts. 
Galvin, Ward, Shine, Egan, &c., 
tenants at Will. 


754 15 4^ 




16 


WESTMEvrn. 

Brawney. 

Athlone. 


John Charles Kelly, Esq. . 

.lames H. Bracken, Patt. Bracken. 
James Steele. 


2,837 1 7 




18 




.Tohn Charles Kelly, Esq.. 

James H. Bracken, Patt. Bracken. 
James Mulliii.s. 


2,779 16 11 




19 


” 


John Charles Kelly, Esq. 
Gustavus Jones, Travers Jones, 
Robert .Tones, John Gaynor. 
Gustavus Jones. 


4,670 13 5 




20 


” 


Incorporated Society .... 
Lord Castlemaine. 

John Cushley, James Howe. 


220 0 0 


E 


21 
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THIRD REPORT OP THE COMMISSIONERS FOR [Athioir 

Part of Third Division. — Athlone District, extending from tlj 



£ 




Description of Propertj’. 


Zz 






Lands. 




§ ° 
z 




Eel Weirs. 


Description, 


Quantities. 


Mills ami Houses. 




Athione .... 


Eel weirs, Nos. 1 and 
2, called Carrogar, 
below the bridge of 
Athlone. 


... 


Square Feet. 






,, .... 


Eel weirs, No. and 
17, called Abbey 
Weirs, or Corboin. 










,,, .... 


Eel weir, No. 6 . 










,, .... 


Eel weir, No. 7 . . 










, , 


Eel weirs, No. 8, called 
Eyrabeg; No. 13, 
Cornaclacka or Car- 
ronaclogh ; No. 16, 
Carrownagan, and 
the three weirs, called 
the New Bridge 
Weirs. 










,, .... 


Eel weir. No. 12, 
called Carrowhenry 
Aubrey, 













Eel weir. No. 22, 
called Carrowcloughy. 










,, .... 


Eel weir. No. 9, called 
Middle Bridge Weir, 
or Carroona. 












Eel weir, No. 11, called 
Cornaf'rehore, alias 
Frehole. 












Eel weir, No. 10, called 
Moydnim. 










.... 


Eel weirs, Nos. 14 and 
15, called the Crank 
Weirs. 













Eel weirs, No. 21, 
called Carrocormack; 
No. 26, called Carro- 
warling; and No. 27, 
called Corraleen. 










,, .... 


Eel weirs, No. IS, 
called , Corrawallen ; 
No. 19, called Corra- 
sooihongh ; and No. 
20, called Corranove. 












Eel weirs. No. 23, 
called Ciirraghfea ; 
No. 24, called Gre- 
nau ; and No. 25, 
called Cornacove- 
rag-h. 
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Southern to the Northe 


rn Extremity of the Athlone Canal — 


continued. 






Where situate. 


Names of 
rej)uted Owners. 






1 . 


County. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observahons. 


Number of Ai 
Volume IJ 


Roscommon. 
Athlone. 
St. Peter’s. 


Incorporated Society .... 
Doctor R. Handcock. 

John Ciishley, James Howe. 


£. s. d. 
114 13 4 




22 


Westmeath. 

Brawney. 

Athlone. 


Incorporated Society .... 
Lord Castlernaine. 

James and Clara Howe. 


no 6 6 


One of these eel weirs built by 
Clara Howe’s Jather. 


23 


Roscommon. 
Athlone. 
St. Peter's. 


Incorporated Society 
Samuel Wade, Messrs. Magratli 
and Shepherd. 

William Sproule. 


30 3 4 




24 


Westmeath. 

Brawney. 

Athlone. 


William Sproule, Esq. 
John Norton. 


16 13 4 


This weir erected six or seven years 


25 


Roscommon. 

Athlone. 
St. Peter’s. 
Westmeath. 
Brawney. 
Athlone. 


Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson. 

James Howe, Clara How'e, James 
Rorke. 


552 10- 0 


The new bridge Weirs erected 
three years ago. 


26 


Westmeath. 

Braivney. 

Athlone. 


' 

Incorporated Society ■ . . . 

George Robinson. 

Rose Diitfy, Edward Henry. 


205 6 6 




27 


Roscojimon. 

Athlone. 
St. Peter’s. 


Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson. ' 

Mr. Boswell, William Lyons. 


108 10 0 




28 


Westmeath. 

Brawney. 

'Athlone. 


Incorporated Society .... 
Edward Lynch. 

Rose Duffy. 


84 13 4 




29 


Roscommon. 
Athlone. 
St. Peter’s. 


Incorporated Society .... 
James Sproule. 

Rose, Duffy. 


73 4 7 




30 


’• 


Rose Duffy 


75 0 0 


This weir built 20 years ago by 
present tenant’s husband. 


31 


Westmeath. 

Brawney. 

Athlone. 


Wm. and John Boswell, Esq. 
James Howe. 


93 0 0 


These weirs built about 20 years 
ago. 


32 


Roscommon. 
Athlone. 
St. Peter's. 
Westmeath. 
Brawney. 
Athlone. 


Incorporated Society .... 
Lord Castlernaine, Mr. Boswell. 
William Lyons, Bryan Hislan. 


363 6 8 




S3 




Incorporated Society .... 
John Cushley. 


105 12 0 




34 


” 


Incorporated Society .... 
James Sproule, Thomas Gill. 


484 11 8 




35 








E 2 
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36 THIRD REPORT OP THE COMMISSIONERS FOR [Athlomk 



Part of Third Division. — Athlone District, extending froitiHj 



1 




Description of Property. 


-1 4 






Lands. 




Z 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Qiiantity. 
Stat. Measure 


Mills and Houses, 


X 


Athlone . , , . 


Eel weir, No. 28, called 
Greuanebeg, and also 
called Rocky Hill. 




A. n. P. 






„ . . . . 


Eel weirs, Nos. 29 and 
30, called the Triam- 
bles. 












Eel weirs, Nos. 31 and 
32, called Brick Is- 
land Weirs. 


• ■ • 








,, .... 


EeIweir,No. 33, called 
the Double Weir. 


• • • 








,, .... 


Mealy’s Weir . 












Three weirs, called 
Berry's Weirs. 






. . . 






Four eel weirs, called 
Shancoraugh Eel 
Weirs. 


Land north of the Abbey 
burial ground, marked 
No. 1. 


8 2 2 











Land north of the Abbey 
burial ground, marked 
Nos. 2, 3, and 4. 


2 0 31 








Compensation to Tho- 
mas Gill for loss sus- 
tained by him conse- 
quent upon the re- 
moval of the whole of 
the eel weirs in this 
district. 








1 






Yard and ground, upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house, stables, and other 
out-offices. 

Yard and ground, upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house, stables, and other 
out-offices, now in the 
possession of M'Donnell, 
lately in that of Susanna 
Kelly. 




Dwelling-house, kitch- 
en, store, stables, and 
other out-offices, be- 
ing Percy’s part of 
those marked No. 5 
on map No. 1. 

Dwelling-house, sta- 
bles, and other out- 
offices and premises, 
being part of those 
marked No. 5 o" 
map No. 1. 








Yard and ground, upon 
which stand the mill called 
Mabbott’s Mill, and the 
kilns and premises there- 
unto belonging, together 
with the tail-race and 
rights of water; and water 
courses. 




Machinery, mill.iiouMi 
and other premises, 
nowin the occupation 
of Jonas Swaine, 
called or known by. 
the name of Mah 

bolt’s Mill, and stand- 
ing on the lands here 
described. 
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1 Southern to the Northern Extremity of the Athlone Canal — continued. 








Wliere situated. 


Names of 
Reputed Owners. 






L 




County. 

Parish. 


- Proprietors. 
Lessees. 
Tenants. 


awariled to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Number of A 
Volume I 




Roscommon. 
Athlone. 
St. Peter’s. 


Incorporated Society .... 
Robert Handcouk Temple. 
Catherine Mulholland, Widow 
Corrigan. 


£. s. d. 
209 17 1 




36 




Westmeath. 

Brawney. 

Athlone. 


Catherine Mulholland, Widow 
Corrigan. 


375 0 0 




37 




” 


Adam Averall, Esq 

.Joseph Biglev. 

W’illiam Gill, 'John Gill, Edward 
Gill. 


277 10 0 


These weirs have been erected 
within the last 50 years; one was 
built in 1816. 


38 




” 


Patrick Duffy 


83 6 8 




39 




>• 


John Mealy 


66 13 4 


This weir was erected 40 years ago. 


40 




Roscommon. 

Athlone. 

St. Peter’s. 


Lieutenant-CoIonelLloyd . 
James Duffy. 


78 10 0 




41 




Westmeath. 

Brawney. 

Athlone. 


John Ennis, Esq 

Michael, James, and Thomas Duffy, 
John Martin, Alicia Heiiehan, 
and Mary Curley. 


217 4 5 




42 






Mr. Slevin 

Thomas GUI. 


258 0 11 




45 






William Sproule 


150 0 0 




44 








100 0 0 




49 




Roscommon. 
Athlone. 
St. Peter’s. 


Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Richard Adam- 
son, Representatives of Alexander 
M’Donnell. 

William Percy. 


516 15 0 


.... 


47 






Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Richard Adam- 
-son, Representatives of Alexander 
M'Donnell. 


268 0 0 




•48 




’* 


Lord Castlemaiiie 

William V. Dawson, Jonas Swaiiie, 
William Sproule. 


3,835 17 9 




50 
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Part of Third Division. — Athlone District, extending from tiic 



i 




Description of Propert5’. 










Lands. 




1 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quantity. 
Stat. Measure 


Mills and Houses, 


1 


Athlone .... 




Yard, and garden, and 
ground, upon which stands 
the store, situate at tiie 
rear of Mabbott’s Mill, 
and between the tail-race 
thereof and River Shan- 
non, now in occupation of 
W. Sproule. 


A. a. P. 


The store, boundary 
walls, and all otlie 

buildings standing on 
the premises hevede- 

scribed. 




” • • • 




Yard and ground, npon 
which stand dwelling- 
house, kitchen, and out- 
offices. 




D wel li n g-house, kitch 
eii, stores, and other 
out-offices, marked 
17 on map No. 1, 








Yard and ground, upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house, kitchen, store, &c. 




Dwelling-house inCas- 
tle-street, with kitcli- 
en, store, and out- 
offices at rear thereof, 
marked No. 18 on 
map No. 1. 








Yard and ground, upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house and out-offices. 




Dwelling-house in Cas 
tie-street, with out- 
offices, and the cellar 
under Wm. Christie's 
house, as now in tire 
occupation of Patrick 
Glynn, marked 19 on 
map No. 1. 








Yard and ground, upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house, kitchen, and stable. 




Dwelling-house inCas 
tie-street, with kitch- 
en and stable, marked 
20 on map No. 1. 




, , 




Yard and ground, upon 
which stand dwelling- 
house, kitchen, and other 
out-offices. 




Dwelling-house ill Cas- 
tle-street, kitchen, and 
other out-ofEcea, 

marked 21 on map 
No. 1. 


2 






That part of the plot of 
ground extending along 
the south-west and west 
front of the defences at 
Athlone, required for the 
formation of a road from 
the head of Con naught- 
street to the meeting of 
the high roads leading to 
Galway and Roscommon, 
at north-west extremity of 
said defences, said road 
being marked D, oil plan 
No. 2. 






1 






The plot of ground at junc- 
tion of Barrack-street, 
Barrack-slip, and Castle- 
street, and adjoining the 
barracks and the premises 
of Richard Sealy and Miss 
Greene, required for a pub- 
lic road or street, said plot 
being marked 22 on map 
No. 1. 
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"Where situated. 


Names of 
Reputed Owners. 






1 . 


COUNTX. 

Barony. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Z 

is; 


Roscommon. 

Aihlone. 
St. Peter’s. 


Lord Castlemaine 

William Sproule. 


£. s. d. 
360 0 0 




51 




Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Edward Larkin, 
Mrs. Coates, John Charles Kelly. 
Michael Macarthy. 


491 6 3 


• • - ■ 


52 




Incorporated Society .... 
George Robinson, Edward Larkin, 
Mrs. Coates, John Charles Kelly. 
William Christie. 


327 13 7 




53 


” 


Incorporated Society . . . • 

George Robinson, Edward Larkin, 
Mrs. Coates, John Charles Kelly. 
Patrick Glynn. 


174 5 7 




54 




Lord Castlemaine ....... 

Denis Bernard Kelly, John M'Don- 
nell. 

Edmond Kelly. 


555 1 8 




55 


■> 


Lord Castlemaine ..... 
Denis Bernard Kelly. 

Mathew Gregan. 


399 5 7 




56 




The Incorporated Society . 
The Board of Ordnance. 


0 5 0 




57 




The Board of Ordnance. 


0 5 0 




58 
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Part of Third Division . — Athlone District, extending from the 



Number or Letter 
of Plan. 




Description of Property. 


Eel Weirs. 




Lands. 


Mills and Houses. 


Description. ' Quantity. 








1 






— - — , 






The Grand Canal 
Company’s Property. 


All the property of the 
by virtue of their agn 
acquired by them, th 
sioii relating thereto. 


1 

Grand Canal Company on the River Shai 
eetnent with the Directors.General of Inlai 
ereon, together with all maps, plans, and s 


inon, as vested iti them 
nd Navigation, or since 
ections in their posses- 



ABSTRACT. 



Description of Property. 


Amount. 


Eel weirs 

Lands 

Mills 

Houses 

Compensation to Grand Canal Company for 
their portion of the Middle Shannon . . 

Total of Athlone District . . £ 


£. 5. d. 

4,045 12 11 
1,193 6 
14,123 9 8 
8,335 8 114 

5 0 0 


27,702 17 10 



Part of Third and Fourth Divisions . — Longford DisiniCT, 
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Southern to the Northern Extremity of the Athlone Canal — continued. 



tYliere situated. 


Names of Reputed Owners. 






■2" 


Parish. 


Proprielots. 

Lessees. ' 

Tenants. j 


awarded to 
Compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 

• 


Number of Aw 
Volume II. 


Tipperary. 


Grand Canal Company . . . 


£. s. d. 
5 0 0 




59 


King’s. 

Westaieath. 

Galway. 

Roscommon. 1 











Harry D. Jones, I 

Richard Griffith, > Commissioners. 

Broob: T. Ottley. J 

Athlone, 4th day of May 1838. 



extending from Lanesborough to Rushey inclusive. 



Where situated. 


Names of 
reputed Owners. 








County. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Tenants. 


Tptal Amount 
awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Number of Ar 
Vol. IV. 


Roscommon. 

Ballinlubber. 

Cloontwiscard. 


Michael Dillon Bellew, Esq. . . 

Thomas Rorke, Peter Bushe. 


£. s. d. 
82 13 4 




1 


Longford. 
• Raihciine. 

Raihcline. 


Luke While, Esq 

Patrick Duffy. 


73 10 0 




2 


j 


Luke White, Esq 


47 7 6 




3 


Roscommon. 

Ballintubber. 

CloiUwiscarci. 


Michael Dillon Bellew, Esq. . 
Barney Gavecan, John Murtagh 
and partners. 


10 16 4 




4 


Lonoforu. 

Raihcline. 

Rathcliiie. 


Mrs. Deverail 

Lewis Ratigan, Andrew Ratigan. 


12 3 0 




5 


Ro.scommon. 

Ballinlubber. 

Tarmoiibarry. 


Sir Ross Malion, Bart. . . 


1 0 0 


.... 


6 




Sir Ross Mahon, Bart. 

Peter Fallon, John Fallon. 
John Noonan, Peter Noonan. 


24 8 9 




7 



' F 
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THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR [Longporo 

Part of Third and Fourth Divisions . — Longford Distjucj 







T 




1 






Description of Property. 






Eel Weirs. 


Lands, 




B ® 
1 




Description. 


Quantity. 
Stat. Measure 


Mills and Houses. 














AA 


J Tarmonbarry belw 
THE Bridge. 


Eel weirs. Nos. 1 and 
2, called the Castle 
Weirs. 




A. R. P. 






» > • • 


Eel weir, No. 3, in 












ruins. 










” ' ‘ 


Eel weir, marked No. 

4. 


Yard and ground upon 
which stands corn and 
tuck mill. 




Corn and tuck mill, 
machinery, and all 

other premises stand- 
ing on the ground 
here described. 


AB 


Tarmonbarry above 
THE Bridge. 


Eel weir, marked No. 
1, called Corry Tog- 
gart. 










• • 


Eel weir, marked No. 
2, called Island Weir. 










• 


Eel weirs, No. 3, called 
Com, and No. 6, 
called Boghole. 












Eel weir, No. 9 . . 








A C 




Eel weirs, called Coun- 
sellor, marked No. 
4 ; Corribly, No. 5 ; 
Corryprehauii, No. 7; 
Coilogh, marked No. 
8 ; and one eel weir, 
called Ciooneen Cox. 








AD 


Cloonpad > 


Eel weirs in ruins 








AE 


Cloonart River. 


Two eel weirs. 








AF 


Ruskey .... 


Ruins of an eel weir, 
marked No. 1 ; and 
eel weirs, marked 
Nos. 3 and 4, called 
the Fish House 
Weirs, or Aughamore 
Weirs. 






. . . 







Eel weir, No. 2, called 
the Infirmary Weir. 










...... 


Eel weirs. Nos. 5 and 
6, above tlie bridge. 






. . . ■ 




.. .... 


Eel weirs, Nos. 7 and 
8, called Knoekma- 












grory. 












Ruins of eel weirs 
above the bridge. 
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"Where situated. 


reputed Owners. 






Counts. 

Barnny. 

parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Longford. 

Moydow. 

Killashee. 


Sir Robert Gunning, Bart. 
Christopher Evers, Denis Hanley. 


£. s. d. 
83 6 8 


Eel weir. No. 1, built about 50 or 
60 years ago. 


Roscommon. 

Balliniubber. 

Tarmonbarry. 


Sir Ross Mahon, Bart. 


10 0 




Roscommon. 


Sir Ross Mahon, Bart. . . . 


321 6 8 


Mills built in the year 1767, and 


Tarmonbarry- 






the well at same time. 




Sir Ross Mahon, Bart. 

Peter Farreil, Pat Murtagh. 


41 13 4 




Longford. 

Longford. 

Killashee. 


Sir Robert Gunning, Bart. . 
Christopher Burke, Thomas Scally. 


33 6 S 


This weir built about 10 years ago. 




Sir Robert Gunning, Bart. 
Christopher Evers, James Burke, 
Bridget Grealy. 


66 13 4 


Eel weir, No. 6 (Boghole), erected 
80 years ago. 


•• 


Sir Robert Gunning, Bart. . 
James Scally. 


33 6 8 


This weir built about six years ago. 


Roscommon. 

Balliniubber. 

Tarmonbarry. 


John D. Nesbitt, Esq., John A. 
Tredennick, Esq. 

Owen Navan, Moran M'Namara, 
John Shanly. 


159 5 10 


Eel weirs, Nos. 4, 5, and 8, built 
more than SO years ago ; eel weir, 
No. 7, in ruins. 


Longford. 

Longford. 

Bariiacoola. 


The Earl of Granard .... 


2 0 0 




” 


The Earl of Granard .... 
Captain Achmuty, Richard 
M'Garry. 


41 13 4 


One of these eel weirs erected 
eight years ago. 




Sir Morgan Crofton, Bart. 
Reverend Doctor Crawford, C. 
Armstrong. 

James Nugent, Thomas Ig"oe. 


165 0 0 




Roscommon. 

Balliniubber. 

Tarmonbarry. 


John D. Nesbitt, Esq., John A. 
Tredennick, Esq. 

Daniel Hanley. 


50 0 0 




” 


John D. Nesbitt, Esq., John A. 
Tredennick, Esq. 

Constantine Maguire. 


446 13 4 




Longford. 

Longford. 

Barnacoola. 


Lord Longford 

Thomas Mulvey. 


268 6 8 


‘ * * 


Longford. 
Longford. 
Barnacoola. 
Roscommon. 
Balliniubber. 
1 Tarmonbarry. 


Lord Longford, John D. Nesbitt. 


10 0 


F 2 
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Part of Third and Fourth Divisions . — LoNGFono District 



Number or Lotler 
on Plan. 


• 


Description of Property. 


Eel Wars. 


L.nd,. 


Mills and Houses. 


Description. 


Quantity. 
Stat. Measure 




Killianaker. 


Ruins of an eel weir . 




A. R. p. 


' — 1 



ABSTRACT. 



Description of Properties. 


Amount. 


Eel weirs 

Lands 

Mill 

Total of Longford District . . £ 


£. s. d. 
1,551 9 2 
94 15 7 
321 6 8 


1,967 11 5 



Part of Fourth and Fifth Divisions. — Cariuck-on-S hannon District, extending from 



25 

AG 



Description of Property. 



Mills and Houses. 



Charlestown 



Mount Campbell 



Jamestown Bridge . 



Battle Bridge . 



Inchnagoul . 



Eel weirs, Nos. 1 and 2 



Eel weir, marked No. 3 



Eel weir, marked No. 2, 
with two gaps. 



Eel weir, marked No. 1. 
with two gaps. 



Ruins of one eel weir . 



Eel weir, marked No. 1, 
heretofore used as a 
mill-dam. 



Eel weir, marked No. 2 



Eel weirs, marked Nos. 
2, 3, 4, 6, and 7. 



Mill-kiln, dam, mill- 
race, tail-race, riglit 
of water, machinery, 
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extending from Lanesborough to Ruskey inclusive — continued. 



"Whete situated. 


Names of 
reputed Owners. 


Total Amount 
awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 




1 . 


COUKTV. 

Parish. 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


Observations. 


Number of A 
Volume I' 


Longford. 


Sir Morgan Crofton, Bart. 


£, s. d. 
1 0 0 




23 


Longford. 

Bariiacoola. 

Leitrim. 

Mohitl. 

Annaduir. 











Longford, 5lh day of May 1838. 



Harry D. Jones, 
Richard Griffith, 
Brook T. Ottley. 



I Commissioners. 



Drumsna to LoUgh Allen, and including the Boyle Water. 



Where situated. 


Names of 
reputed Owners. 






1- 


CoDNTX. 

ParlSl 


Proprietors. 

Lessees. 

Tenants. 


awarded to 
compensate all 
Interests. 


Observations. 


Number of Aw 
Volume II 


Roscommon. 

BaUintubber. 

Kilinore. 

Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Annadiiff. 


Sir Gilbert King, Bart. . 
John Sampson. 


£. s. d. 
83 6 8 




1 


Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Aunaduft'. 


Sir Josias Rowley, Bart. . . . 


66 13 4 




2 


Roscommon. 

BaUintubber. 

Kilmnre. 


ir Gilbert King, Bart. . 
Thomas Morauglian. 


94 13 4 




3 


Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Kiitoghert. 


Francis O’Beirne, Esq. . . 

Thomas Moraughan. 


76 10 0 




4 


Roscommon. 

Boyle. 

Tumna. 

Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Kiitoghert. 


John H. Peyton, Esq. 


10 0 




5 


llosroMMON. 

Boyle. 

Tiimna. 


Hugh Barton, Esq 

Michael Byrne. 


144 0 0 




6 


Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Kiitoghert. 


The. Board of Works .... 
James Lyons. 


10 0 


.... 


7 


” 


Peter Latouche, Esq 

Bartholomew Gibbons, John 
Misset. 


33 6 8 




8 
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Part of Fourth and Fifth Divisions . — Carrick-on-Shannon District, extending ftom 



1 




Description of Property. 


2 s 






Lands. 




s ° 
a 




Eel Weirs. 


Description. 


Quantities. 


iUiils aud Houses. 


AL 


Inchnagoul . 


Eel weir, marked No. 5 




A. R. P. 




A M 


Drumherriff 


Eel weirs, marked Nos. 
1 and 2. 










. . . 


Eel weirs, marked 
Nos. 5, 6, and 7. 










... 


Ruins of eel weir, 
marked No. 3. 










,, ... 


Eel weir, marked No. 4 










... 


Eel weirs, marked Nos. 
8 and 9. 








AN 


BeaiiAntra Bridge . 


Eel weirs, marked Nos. 
1 and 2. 












Eel weirs, marked Nos. 
3 and 4. 










CORNACORROW . 


Sites of two sets of eel 
weirs. 








AO 


The Boyle Water, 
CoOTEHALL. 


One eel weir and site of 
another, called the 
Doctor’s Weir. 








AP 


Knockvicar Bridge 


Eel weir^, marked Nos. 
1 and 2, serving as 
mill-dams. 






Corn and tuck mill, 
machinery, fixtures, 
kiln, rights of water, 
and appurtenances 
thereto. 


AO 


Kilteasheen, atove 
Knockvicar Bridge. 


Eel weirs, marked Nos. 
1 and 2. 









ABSTRACT. 



Description of Property. 


Amount. 


Eel Weirs 

Mills 

Total of Carrick-on-Shannon District . £ 


£. s. d. 
725 13 9 
484 0 0 


1,209 13 9 
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Priirnsna to Lough Allen, and including the Boyle Water — continued. 



Where situated. 


Names of 
reputed Owners. 


Total Amount 
awarded to 
compensate all 




1, 


County. 


Proprietors. 


Observations. 


* 1 


Barony. 

Parisii. 


Lessees. 

Tenants. 

« 






l> 

z 






£. s. d. 






Roscommon. 

Boyle. 

Ardcariiey. 


Hugh Barton, Esq 

James Casey, Martin Kenny and 
Company. 


16 13 4 




9 




Hugh Barton, Esq 

Edward Little. 

Patrick M‘Weeny and Partners . 


16 13 4 




10 




Hugh Barton, Esq 

Thomas Crawford and Partners. 


77 0 0 




11 


Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

Killoghert. 


Tobias Birchall, Esq 

Andrew Gallagher and Company. 


10 0 




12 




Tobias Birchall, Esq 

Joshua Crawford. 

Joshua Crawford, Wm. Crawford. 


15 13 9 




13 


” 


Tobias Birchall, Esq 

John Crawibrd, Wm. Crawford. 


112 10 0 




14 




Tobias Birchall, Esq 

Alexander Kane. 


32 6 8 




15 


Roscommon. 

Boyle. 

Kilronan. 


Miles J. O’Reilly, Esq. . 
Thomas O’Connor, Esq. 
James M’Tiernan, Esq. 


10 0 


Mr. M‘Tiernan gives up any claim 
for compensation. 


16 


Roscommon. 

Balliniubher, 

Aughrim. 

Leitrim. 

Leitrim. 

ICiltoghert. 


Lord Hartland, John Keogh, Esq. 


10 0 




17 


Roscommon. 

Boyle. 

Ardcarney audTumna. 


William Molloy,-Esq 


33 6 8 




18 


Roscommon. 

Boyle. 

Ardcaj ney & Kilbryan. 


Francis O’Beirne, Esq. . 
Charles J. Peyton, Esq. 
James Fox, a miller. 


340 0 0 




19 




The Bishop of Elpliin. 
Very Rev. Dean French. 
Tobias Peyton. 


62 0 0 




20 



Haruy D. Jones, 1 

Richard Griffith, > Commissioners. 

Brook T. Ottley, J 



CarriclwDn-Shannon, 7th day of May 1838. 
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THIRD REPORT OP THE COiMMISSIONERS 



Appendix <A). 
No. 2. 

Abstract of Awards. 



APPENDIX (A).— No. 2. 



ABSTRACT OF AWARDS, 

Showing the Amount of Compensation awarded for each Description of Property in the different 
Divisions of the River Shannon, referred to in the Second Report. 



First Division. ^ 

Lower. Shannok, Fergus, Maigue, and Deal Rivers. 

Lands Total First Division 


Total Amount. 

£. ^. d. 

67 5 5 


Second Division. 

Limerick to Killaloe. 

Eel and other fishing weirs 




Total Amount. 

£. s. d. 
5,663 2 11 


Lands 




574 17 9 


•Houses 




S3 6 8 


Limerich Naviffation Company’s Property (award subject to reduction according 




to the state ot the debts at time of payment) .... 




12,227 18 7 


Total Second Division . £ 


18,549 5 11 


Third Division. 






Killaloe to Tarmonbarry. 


Amount. 


Total Amount. 


Subdivision. 






Banagher District. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Eel and other fishing weirs 


4,071 19 4 




Lands 


4,595 15 8 




Milts 


5,931 0 3 




Houses ■ . . . . 


256 10 0 




Total Banagher District 




14,855 5 3 


Athlone District. 








4,045 12 11 






1,193 6 3J 




Mills 


14,123 9 8 




Houses . 


8,335 8 111 




Compensation to Grand Canal Company 


5 0 0 




Total Athlone District 




27,702 17 10 


Part of Longford District. 
Laneshorough to Tarmonbarry Bridge (inclusive). 








241 10 0 






94 15 7 




Mill 


321 6 8 




Total Laneshorough to Tarmon 


jarry 


657 12 3 


Total Third Division . £ 


43,215 15 4 


Fourth and Fifth Divisions. 






Subdivision. 


Amount. 


Total Amount. 


Part of Longford District. 






Tarmonbarry to Rooshey (inclusive). 


£. 5. d. 


£. s. d. 


Eel weirs 




1,309 19 2 


Carrick-on-Shannon District. 
(including Boyle Water.) 






Eel weirs 


725 13 9 




Mills ■ 


484 0 0 




Total Fourth and Fifth 


)ivisions . £ 


1,209 13 9 
2,519 12 11 
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FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RIVER SHANNON 



GENERAL ABSTRACT, 

Showiu'^ the Amount awarded by the Comraissioners for the several Descriptions of Property required 
to be purchased for the Improvement of the River Shannon. 

May 1838. 



Appendix (A). 
No. 2. 



General Abstract- 



Amoimt. 



Total Amount. 



Description of Property. 



-Second Division. . 
Third ditto. 

Fourth and Fifth ditto 



Total amount for Eel weirs 



Lands. — First Division 
, , Second ditto 

, , Third ditto 



Total amount for Lands 



-Third Division . 
Fourth and Fifth ditto 



Total amount for Mills 



Houses. — Second Division 
, , Third ditto . 



Total amount for Houses 

Limerick Navigation Company’s Property (award subject to reduction according 

to the state of the debts at time of payment) 

Grand Canal Company’s Property on the Shannon 

Total amount of Awards . . £ 



J. F. BuacoYNE, 
IlAr.uY D. Jo.NES 
Rich.^rd Griffjth, 
Brook T. Ottley, 



Dublin, 24tA May 1838. 



Commissioners. 



APPENDIX (A).— No. 3. 



the several Lands, Houses, Mill Sites, &c., required, 
an Expense, as awarded by the Commissioners, of 



Estimate of the probable ultimate Value that the Public will derive froi 
by Purchases made for the Improvement of the River Shannon, a 



Estimated 
Gross Value 



Description of 
Property. 



Where situated. 






LIMERICK DISTRICT. 

Part of the lands in this district for which an award is given 
will, after the completion of the works, be very valuable as 
sites for stores and building ground, on account of the surface 
being raised above the level of ine highest flood mark. The 
value here stated, however, is only the sum awarded for 

them 

Some portions of these lands are proposed to be cut away ; the 
remainder will, if taken, be valuable, part for quays, and part 
as a necessary appendage to care-takers’ houses, &c. . 

This is a iimesloiie quarry, which, from its position and cou- 
tigiiiiy to the works, will be most valuable, but is here only 

valurcl as agricultural land • • • 

As these houses are to be taken down, no direct revenue will 
result. 

'The value of these is only limited by the extent of the demand, 
as there will be abundance of water and mill sites ; but, at a 
low valuation, they may be rated at £200 per annum, wliich, 

at 20 years' purchase, would be 

This Navigation, subject to the debt of £14,656. 13s. Ad. to the 
Board of Works, is at present fully worth the sum awarded 
and a reversionary value after the payment of that debt, vvilhont 
taking into account the increased value which will arise when 
the whole line of river is improved 

Total . . . £ 



The Lower Shannon 
and its tributaries. 



Between Limerick and 
Killaloe, inclusive. 



Houses 



Ballina 



Mill sites 



Killaloe and the canal 



Limerick Navi- 
gation. 



weirs 
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Estimate of the probable ultimate Value that the Public would derive from the several Lands, &c. — continued. 



Description of 
Property. 


Where situated. 


Observations. 


Estimate(j 
Gross Value. 






BANAGHER DISTRICT. 




Land , . . 

Houses . . . 

Mills 

Mill and mill site 
Mill sites 


Islands at Meelick 
and Keelo^e. 

Cloonahenogue . 

Banagher 

Banagher canal . 
Kylenascarriff 

Banagher and Esker. 
Keelogue and Cloo- 
nahenogue. 


Of these lands, part is to be removed, the remainder, with 
the new land which will bo formed, will be worth the sum 

awarded 

Of these lands,- a portion will be destroyed in the formation of 
new works, the remainder, having been purchased to get a 
right of way to the works, to deposit spoil upon, &c., will be 

worth 

These land.s, extending along the canal and river, being princi- 
pally required to deposit spoil upon, and for embankments, will 
be very -valuable as sites for stores, quay, &c., but are here only 

valued at the sum awarded for them 

The only house required in this district (a store) must be re- 
moved to widen canal. 

This mill is proposed to be purchased in order to get full power 
over the regulation of the waters of the Shann'on ; but, as it 
will not be necessary to remove the mill, it will be worth the 
sum awarded, deducting only compensation for temporary in- 
convenience and damage 

The water-power removed. 

The value of these is only limited by the extent of the demand, 
as there will be abundance of water and mill sites ; but, at a 
low valuation, they may be rated at £200 per annum, which, 
at 20 years’ purchase, would be 


206 9 6 
3.306 19 0 
153 6 10 

1,450 0 0 
4,000 0 0 






Total . . . £ 


9,116 15 4 


Eel weirs 


Portumna to Athlone. 


As these weirs are to be destroyed, no revenue can be expected 
from them ; but, in addition to the general benefit result- 
ing to the country from the improvement in the drainage 
to be effected by their removal, the eel fishery of the proposed 
regulating weirs, &c., in this district, would produce an income 
of at least £130 per annum, which, at 16|^ years’ purchase, 
would be £2,166. 13s. 4d. 








ATHLONE DISTRICT. 




Lands . . . 

Houses . 

Mills (Steele and 
Mullins’s). 
Mabbott’s Mill . 

Jones’s Mill . 

Mill sites 


Athlone, and along the 
Athlone Canal. 

Athlone .... 
Bridge of Athlone 


A small portion of these lands to be removed will produce no 
revenue. Remainder, required for depositing spoil on and 

other purposes, will be worth 

These houses are required to be removed, to form approaches to 
the proposed bridge. The ground upon which they are built 
will be much more valuable than it is at present, as building- 
ground, on account of the proposed improvements; and, with 
some houses which it may not ultimately be necessary to re- 
move, may be valued at ... 

These mills are proposed to be taken, so as to enlarge the water- 
way. 

A small portion of this mill is proposed to be taken down. The 
remainder, with the improved water-power, worth .... 
A portion of this mill is proposed to be taken down. The 
remainder, with the improved water-power, worth .... 
The value of these is only limited by the extent of the demand, 
as there will be abundance of water and mill sites; but, at a 
low valuation, tliey may be rated at £400 per annum, which, 

at 20 years’ purchase, would be 

Value of old materials, say 


1,013 0 0 

2,S00 0 0 

2,000 0 0 
2,000 0 0 

8,000 0 0 
500 0 0 






Total ... £ 


16,313 0 0 


Eel weirs 


Athlone .... 


As these weirs are to be destroyed, no revenue can be ex- 
pected from them; but, in addition to the general benefit re- 
sulting to the country from the improvement in the drainage 
to be effected by their removal, the eel fishery of the proposed 
legulating weirs, &c., in this district, would produce an income 
of at least £l30 per annum, which, at 16-|- years’ purchase, 
would be £2,166. 13^. 4d, 








LONGFORD DISTRICT. 




Land , . 


From Lanesborough 
to Tarmonbarry. 


Of these lands, part is to be removed, the remainder will be 
required to deposit spoil upon, &c., and will be worth the sum 
awarded 


77 7 6 






Carried forward . 


77 7 6 
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Estimate of the probable ultimate Value that the Public would derive from the several Lands, &c. — conHmied. 



Brought forward . 

This mill pibposed to be removed, consequently no direct revenue 
can be expected therefrom. 

The value of these is only limited by the extent of the demand, 
as there will be abundance of water and several good mill 
sites ; but, at a low valuation, they may be rated at £100 per 
annum, which, at 20 years’ purchase, would be ... . 



From Lanesborough As these eel weirs are to be destroyed, no revenue can be 
to Ruskey, inclusive. • expected from them ; but, in addition to the general benefit 
resulting lo the country from the improvement in the drainage 
to be effected by their removal, the eel fishery of the proposed 
regulating weirs, &c., in this district, would produce an income 
of at least £50 per annum, which, at I6|- years’ purchase, 
would be £S33. 6s. 8d. 



CARRICK-ON-SHANNON DISTRICT. 

Battle Bridge, on the These mills are proposed to be removed, consequently no 
Shannon. revenue can be expected therefrom. 

Knockvicar Bridge, on 
the Boyle Water. 

Between Jamestown The value of these is chiefly limited by the demand, the mill 
and Lough Allen, sites in this district, exclusive of Jamestown, may be estimated 

and the Boyle Water. at £50, which, at 20 years’ purchase, would be .... 



Total . . . .£| 1,000 0 0 



From Dnimsna to As these weirs are to be destroyed no revenue can be ex- 
Lough Allen, and on pected from them, but in addition to the general benefit 

the Boyle Water. resulting lo the country from the improvement in the drainages 

to be effected by their removal, the eel fishery of the proposed 
regulating weirs, &c., in this district, would produce an income 
of at least £30 per annum, which, at 16|- years’ purchase, 
would be £500. 



GENERAL ABSTRACT 

Of the Estinlate, showing the probable ultimate Value to the Public of the several Lands, Houses, 
Mills, &e., the present value of which has been awarded by the Commissioners, 31st May 1838. 



Description ofProperfy. 


Amount. 


Total Amount. 


Lands. — Limerick district 

, , Banagher do 

, , Athloiie do 

, , Longford do 


£. s. d. 
410 17 11 
3,666 15 4 
1,013 0 0 
77 7 6 


£. s. d. 


Total amount for lands .... 




5,168 0 9 


Houses. — Athlone district 

Mills and mill sites. — Limerick District 

, , Banagher do 

, , Athlone do 

, , Longford do 

, , Carrick-on-Shannon do 


4.000 0 0 
5,450 0 0 

12,000 0 0 

2.000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 


2,800 0 0 


Total amount for mills and mill sites 




24,450 0 0 


Limerick navigation 




12,227 18 7 


Old materials of mills and buildings, say 




500 0 0 


Total 


. . . . £ 


45,145 19 4 


Note. — The probable value of the eel fishery of the proposed regulating weirs, &c., would be as 
follows, (but are not included in the above) : — 

£. s. d. 

Limerick district . . . 2,500 0 0 

Banagher do. . . . 2,166 13 4 

Athlone do 2,166 13 4 

Longford do. . . . 833 6 8 

Carrick-on-Shannon do. . 500 0 0 

£8,166 13 4 



Dublin, 2d June 1838. 



T. F. Burgoyne, I 

Harry D. Jones, \Commissioners. 

Richard Griffith, J 

G 2 
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Appendix (B.) 

Statement of 
Accounts and 
Correspondence. 

May 1838. 

Limerick Naviga- 
tion. 



APPENDIX (B.) 



Limerick Navigation. 

Statement of the Available Property and Liabilities of the Limerick Navig-ation Company, 
as deduced from the information supplied by that Company, and the value which the 
Commissioners consider may be placed upon their Assets. 





£. 




d. 


Six boats and lighters worth, say .... 


300 


0 


0 


Dredge boat 


1,000 


0 


0 


Good debts 

Parliamentary Contingency Fund vested 'in 


300 


0 


0 


Three per Cent. Consols 


379 


19 


4 


Total 


£1,979 


19 


4 


Annual Income. 




• £. 


s. 


d. 


Amount of Tolls received in 1837 . . . . 


1,538 


6 


4 


Deduct Annual Expenditure, say .... 


500 


0 


0 


Net Income received from Tolls .... 


1,038 


6 


4 


Rent of lands, mill sites 


311 


0 


0 


Net income 


£1,349 


6 


4 


Liabilities up to Is/ May 1838. . 


Debt to the Board of Public Works, including 


£. 


.r. 


d. 


interest at 4 per cent 


14,656 


13 


4 


Debt to Treasurer up to 1st .January 1838. 


4,468 


8 


0 


Interest upon ditto, at 5 per cent., up to 1st May 
Debt to City of Dublin Steam Packet Company 


93 


1 


10^ 


up to 1st January 1838 


1,044 


13 


5 


Interest upon ditto at 5 per cent, up to May . 


21 


15 


u 


Debt for law costs 


600 


0 


0 



£20,884 11 11 



Company’s Stock 3,000^., limited to a dividend of 10 per cent. 

The amounts stated to be due to the Treasurer and City of Dublin Steam Packet Company, 
are taken from an account furnished by the Limerick Navigation Corapanj', of their aiiairs up 
to the 1st day of January last; but, as in a more recent account furnished by that Company, 
the amounts are stated to be less, and as the Commissioners consider that the amounts of 
these debts could not be reduced, without drawing on the current receijjts of the year, or some 
other fund which, in their view of the case, could not he available, they have deemed it right 
to state the liabilities at the full amount, leaving it for subsequent investigation to determine 
the exact sum due, and making their award, as far as regards the debts, conditional, or subject 
to reduction, according to the state of the debts at the time of payment. 

For details of this award, see Schedule of Awards, page 20. 



Correspondence between the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company and the 
Shannon Commissioners. 



City of Dublin Steam Packet Company's Office, 

15, Eden Quay, Dublin, 15/A May 1838. 

Sib, 

I AM directed on the part of the City of Dublin Company to state that, in the event 
of the Limerick Navigation passing from its present proprietors into the hands of the 
Commissioners for Improving the River Shannon, under the Act 5 and 6 Wm. IV., c. 67. 
The directors are willing to treat with the Commissioners for the receipts of that Navigation, 
under a contract for 7 or 10 years, and at the rate of 2,d00(?. per annum during such contract. 

As the Dublin Steam Company are and must continue to be the principal toll-payers, you 
will perceive that suL-h an arrangement would materially facilitate their business. 

I am, your obedient servant. 

To Colonel Bvrgoijne. (Signed) P. Howell, Secretary'. 
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SHANNON COMMISSION. 

Sir, ' Office of Public Works, Dublin, 2Zd May 1838. 

In reply to your letter of the 15th inst., offering on the part of the City of Dublin 
Steam Packet Company to rent the receipts, to be derived from the Limerick Navigation, at 
a rale of 2,000/. per annum for 7 or 10 years, in the event of that Navigation passing from 
the Company, I beg to inform j ou that the Commissioners are glad to receive such a confir- 
mation of their own opinion of the probable increase of revenue which they anticipate from 
that Navigation, but they have not the power to enter into such an engagement, nor are they 
quite prepared at present to assent to the policy of accepting such an offer, they would not 
objecf, so much on account of the chance of losing any amount of additional profit, as on the 
consideration that such leasing of tolls for so long a period might interfere with any desired 
reduction or other modification. 

J am. Sir, yotir obedient servant. 

To P. Howell, Esq. (Signed) J. F. Bokgoyke. 
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Sketch of the princi-pal provisions that are recommended to be introdticed in the Act of 

Parliament for carrying into execution the Works for the Improvement of the River 

Shannon. 

That Commissioners be appointed to carry into execution the proposed works of improve- 
ment, and to have the future charge of the river. 

That the necessary funds be provided by the public ; of which one-half be a free orant, and 
the other moiety be repaid by half-yearly instalments levied off the counties adjoining the river, 
in the proportion stated in our Second Report. 

That from and after three months subsequent to the passing of the Act, the charge of the 
entire River Shannon, together with the bed, banks, and waters thereof, with its lakes, side-cuts, 
canals, navigations, harbours, and wharfs, and all other property connected with it, or to be 
acquired by the Act, as also such branches and tributaries as shall be rendered navioable, or 
improved under the provisions of the Act, be vested in the said Commissioners. ° 

That the Connihssionei-8 be empowered to obtain possession of the several eel weirs, lands, 
mills, houses, rights, and other properties recommended in the Second Report of the Com- 
missioners under the Act 5 and 6 Will. IV. cap. 67, on payment of the compensation awarded, 
as also to execute the several proposed works, with such additions, reductions, or modifica- 
tions as may be sanctioned by the Treasury, and also to execute new works, such as those 
now under consideration for the improvement of the Upper Shannon and Boyle Water, 
should the same be approved of by the Lords of the Treasury and the Legislature, and to 
take possession of such lands, mills, houses, as may be required for the said works. 

That the payment for all such lands, premises, eel weirs, mill-darns, or other property 
included in the schedules attached to the Report of the present Commissioners, as mav be 
required by the Commissioners to be appointed under the new Act, be subject, to the cond'ition 
that the several parties interested therein duly establish their legal rit^ht thereto, where 
questioned. 

That the aw&rds for any property which the Commissioners shall declare within three years 
from the passing of the Act, or from the date of any awards hereafter to be made, not to be 
requEite for the purposes of the Act, be considered null and void. 

'I’hat the- mode by which disputed rights to certain dams and weirs in the river is to be 
tried, be defined. 

That the apportionment of the gross sum in each award to the several parties intere.sted 
therein be laid down by the Commissioners, — any party dissatisfied may appeal to a jury, 
such Jury not having power to alter the total amount of such award. 

That all landlords or proprietors receiving compensation for properties taken from them or 
their under tenants, be bound to abate the rents thereof in proportion to the quantity of jjro- 
perty taken, to the amount of compensation they receive, or the rate at which their annual 
income has been calculated in the awards. 

That the Commissioners shall have power to fix (he amount of abatement to be made in 
each ease, the parties having the liberty of appealing (o a jury if not satisfied. 

That trom and after three months subsequent to the passing of the Act, all the rights and 
powers given to the Limerick Navigation Company by the Act of 2 Geo. IV. 1830, all the 
rights and powers given to the Grand Canal Company over any part of the River Shannon, 
under the agreement of that company with the Directors General of Inland Navigation, and 
the powers over any part of the River Shannon now e.xercised by the Commissioners of 
Public Works, shall cease on payment of the compensations awarded to each respectively, and 
that the same be vested from that period in the Commissioners under the Act, except so far as 
those rights or powers shall be altered by the Act. 

That all liabilities and engagements entered into by those bodies to continue in force for 
their -respective periods, excepting such as shall be connected with rights or property to be 
purchased under the Act, excepting also any agreements made by these companies for the 
compounding of tolls, which are to cease at the expiration of the three months from the passing- 
of the Act. ^ => 

That pow’er be given to the Commissioners to take any additional land or premises required 
w carrying the object of the Act into execution alter due notice given to the proprietors, and 
after the same shall have been duly valued and paid for. 
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That power be given to fix the value of such premises, either by contract or agreement, 
with the parties concerned ; or if the parties should not agree, the value to be ascertained and 
declared according to the system laid dow’n in the Act 5 and 6 Will. IV. chap. 67- 

That the jurisdiction of the Commissioners is to extend over all the lands, navigations, 
weirs, lakes, canals, locks, and other premises or property vested in them by the Act, or to be 
acquired under the powers thereof. 

That as regards the rivers and lakes, the limits of their property be defined at the summer 
level of the water, when it shall be six feet upon the upper sills of the lock-gates at Killaloe, 
Meelick, AtMone, Tarmonbarry, Ruskey, and J amestown. 

That the Commissioners have power to define and mark the boundaries of the lands and 
premises vested in them, and to have the same delineated in a clear manner on correct maps 
or plans thereof, which shall be kept on record, and copies thereof lodged for reference with 
the clerks of the peace for the several counties adjoining the Shannon. 

That the Commissioners shall have an accurate survey and description drawn up of every 
obstruction in the course of the river, by mill-dam, eel weir, or otherwise, that shall be allowed 
to remmn after the removals provided for by this measure, and that plans of the same be 
lodged for six weeks with the clerks of the peace of the adjoining counties for the inspection of 
all parties interested, and public notice be inserted for three successive weeks in the Dublin 
Gazette, and in some one or other newspapers, circulating in the counties bordering the River 
Shannon ; that after the expiration of which period, if no objection be substantiated before the 
Commissioners against the same, the said plans and descriptions shall be received in evidence 
as representing the whole of the authorized obstructions. 

That it be declared illegal after the passing of the Act to increase in any way any obstruc- 
tions in the river, or to construct others, either permanent or temporary, within the limits 
prescribed, without the formal consent in writing of the Commissioners, which consent is not 
to be for a longer period than three years. 

That the Commissioners shall have power to deepen, widen, or straighten the bed or course 
of the River Shannon, with its canals, side-cuts, harbours, &c., and the bed or course of such 
of its tributaries as they shall have power to improve under the provisions of the Act. 

That the Commissioners shall have power to lower, alter, or regulate the waters of the 
River Shannon and its tributaries, in such manner as to them shall seem expedient for the 
improvement of the navigation or the regulation of the drainage. 

That no person shall have power, withovit the written consent of the Commissioners, to 
divert the waters or make new water-courses from the river, nor to adopt any mode of intro- 
ducing either drainage or other waters, or matters of any kind into it, that shall be considered 
by the Commissioners likely to be injurious to the navigation or drainage; and if any such be 
effected, or any obstruction made without the consent of the Commissioners, the same shall be 
removed by the Commissioners if they shall so think fit, at the expense of the parties, under 
the usual provisions for enforcing payment. 

That the Commissioners be empo\vered to pay for any permanent damage consequent upon 
the construction of the works, the amount to be fixed either by private agreement or by 
valuators, to be appointed for the purpose, any benefit received by same proprietor or party 
seeking compensation to be set off against the damage. 

That power be given to the Commissioners to enter into contracts, to quarry, dig for, and 
obtain materials, to occupy lands temporarily, or to do other acts to facilitate the operations, 
such as are usual for the encouragement of public works in Ireland, and subject to the same 
payment of compensation and to the same restrictions. 

That power be given to sell or set any lands or premises, and to set any mills, mill sites, 
tolls, or fisheries, &c. &c. vested or to be vested in Commissioners by the Act. 

That the powers contained in the Act 5 and 6 Will. IV. chap. 67, with respect to entering 
lands, making surveys, &c. be continued, and power given to erect and maintain marks and 
beacons on lands. 

That the Commissioners shall have all the powers usually given to Commissioners of Na- 
vigation for enforcing and leasing tolls, &c. &c. 

That the maximum rate of tolls be one penny per ton per statute mile, and that the three 
great lakes, Lough Derg, Lough Ree, and Lough Allen, be excluded from the mileage and 
from all navigation tolls, excepting such rates of wharfage as may be fixed by the Commis- 
sioners for landing or loading any cargoes, on or from sucTi piers, landing-quays, or harbours, 
as may be erected on the shores thereof. 

That the Commissioners be empowered to fix the rate of wharfage which shall be 
chargeable at all piers, harbours, landing-quays, or wharfs, vested in them by the Act, or to 
be erected under the powers thereof. 

That the tolls for any distance on the river shall not exceed the sum of 2s. 6d. per ton. 

That the tolls on vessels laden solely with pig iron, slates, bricks, coals, and such other 
commodities of low value as maybe deemed deserving of such reduction by the Commissioners, 
shall not exceed half the rate chargeable on corn, malt, meal, &c. &c. 

That the tolls on boats laden solely with turf, marl, and all manures, building-stone, sand, 
lime, and gravel shall not exceed 2s. &d. per boat load for ten miles, or 4 j. for any distance. 

That the Commissioners be empowered to make tables of tolls subject to the foregoing 
provisions. 

That the Conimissioners have power (the maximum being fixed) to alter or reduce the 
tolls from time to time, either generally or partially, as to situation, nature of cargo, or other 
circumstances. 

That empty boats shall not pay more than Is. per lock passed through, or 2s. Qd. for every 
swivel bridge required to be opened. 

That the Commissioners shall have power to fish, or to authorize other parties to fish the 
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regulating_ weirs or other works to be erected by them, and (he canals or side-cuts, as well as 
those portions of the river of which they possess the banks. 

That any party or parties having now vested in them, or who shall hereafter become entitled 
to, a legal right in any fishery or fisheries in said river, be at liberty to exercise the same, pro- 
vided that norneans or mode of fishing be adopted which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, 
would be injurious to the navigation or drainage. 

That the Commissioners shall have power, so far as they shall think fit, w-ith or without 
the co-operation of the proprietors, to watch the river with a view to prevent unlawful fishing, 
or the destruction of fry or spawn, or fishing at close season, or using any other illeo-al 
means of fishing. ° 

That the Commissioners shall have power to make bye-laws for the more efficient carrying 
into execution the provisions of the Act, and for the regulation of the conduct of all persons 
engaged under them, and for defining tlie duties of all owners, masters, and crews of boats 
navigating said River Shannon, its canals, and tributaries in respect of said navigation. 

That pow-er be given to alter and amend, from time to time, such bye-laws as to them shall 
seem expedient. 

That the Commissioners shall have the usual powers to enforce their bye-laws (not beino- 
contrary to the law of the land) by fines and penalties. ° 

That a summary power be given to punish all persons wilfully injuring the works, obstructino- 
or opposing the Commissioners or their officers, or persons employed under them, in the execu- 
tion of their duty, depositing gravel, or ballast, or any other matter or thing injurious to the 
navigation or the drainage, within the limits of the property vested by the Act in the Com- 
missioners, or per-sisting, after due notice given, in doing anything w^hich said Commissioners 
shall deem injurious to the said navigation or drainage, or generally to the property of the 
Commissioners. 

That all parties fishing at undue seasons, or by unlawful means, or making, raising, or 
enlarging obstructions to the free discharge of the water, be subject on conviction thereof to 
fines or imprisonment, subject to the same regulations and powere that are usually made and 
given for the protection of fisheries and navigations. 

Dublin, May 24tk, 1838. J. p. BURGOYNE. 

HARRY D. JONES. 
RICHARD GRIFFITH. 
BROOK T. OTTLEY. 
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The Report of Samuel Nicholson upon the nature and value of those Lands which lie 
along that portion of the River Shannon, extending from Lough Derg to Lough Ree, at 
present_ subject to inundation from its floods; together with a prospective view of their 
capability and value, after they shall have been freed from floods, by the Improvements 
proposed to be made for the Regulation of the Waters of the Shannon, as set forth in the 
Report of Thomas Rhodes, Esq., Civil Engineer, and printed by -order of the House of 
Commons, 10th June 1833. 

To the Commissioneis for the Improvement of the Navigation of the River Shannon. 
Gentlemen, 

I HAVE now the honour of laying before you my Report upon the Callow'*' lands of 
that portion of the River Shannon, extending from Lough Derg to Lough Ree, commonly 
called the Middle Shannon. 

It is necessary for me to state that, as the height to which the waters are intended to be 
kept by the proposed improvements, will, in many instances, have material influence upon the 
value of the lands; The prospective view which I have ventured to take of their capability 
and value has been formed, so far as this influence would appear to extend, with reference to 
Mr. Rhodes’s able Report and Sections ; and also with strict attention to the general state of 
the agriculture and rate of markets of the country adjoining ; and further, that the valuation 
IS meant to be a fair lease, one between landlord and tenant. 

As the subject of this Report is one upon which I am aware great diversity of opinion 
exists, especially as regards the value of the lands after they shall have been freed from 
floods, it will be necessary to enter into more detail than I had at first anticipated, in order to 
explain more clearly my opinion of the beneficial or injurious effects of the waters of the 
Shannon upon them. 

These lands, as will be seen by the Table of Contents, occupy a large area, often extending 
to upwards of an English mile from the natural bed of the river ; while the principal tributaries, 
the Suck and the Upper and Lower Brusna Rivers cover also tracts of considerable extent. 

Their soils may be divided into three classes, all varying materially in their compositions as 
well as in their extreme limits, produce, and value, though, as they approach, they graduate 
imperceptibly into each other. They are 

1st. Those chiefly composed of clayey matter, usually more or less calcareous. 

2dly. Those chiefly composed of an intermixture of peaty and clayey matter. 



i, " Callow” is locally applied to all lands in this district, which are annually flooded, whether 

Dy the waters of the Shannon, or its tributaries. 
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?5dly. Those which are chiefly of a peaty nature. 

Of these three classes* there are numerous varieties, according to the different proportions 
of earth, vegetable, and animal matter which they contain, and their state of moistness, as 
influenced by their height above the level of the waters of the Shannon, 

The following section taken across the Shannon at Long Island, between the parishes of 
Lorha and Killraallenogue, and which is applicable, so far as relates to the nature of the 
soils, to the greater portion of the district, will show the manner in which these soils occur, 
and how they graduate into each other. 

a, Shows the position of the first class of soils, or those which are chiefly composed of clay. 
They often contain a great deal of animal and vegetable matter, especially when they form 
islands, and then become a rich friable loam, when they lie low they contain less mould, and 
are more tenacious and less productive. They always occur on the verge of the river, and 
are evidently a deposition from the water during floods : they are by far the most valuable 
portion of the Callow lands either for meadow or pasture. 

b, Is the situation of the low lying peaty clay soils, but though generally denominated 
peaty, many of them are, more properly speaking, naturally a rich vegetable mould, but 
injured by moisture : most of them contain a considerable proportion of earth, and are gene- 
rally cold, as the water remains a long time on them ; but they produce a large quantity of 
coarse meadow hay. They occupy the greatest area, and are next in value to those above 
mentioned. 

C-, Is the position of the third class of soils. They are more_ peaty than the last, and 
commonly rest immediately upon white shell marl, which is met with at a depth varying from 
six or eight inches, to two or three feet tinder the surface. Sometimes they are incumbent 
upon calcareous sand or blue clay, and then become much more valuable. They are mostly 
kept in pasture, being unfit for meadow; and when they approach red bog, which they do in 
many places, they graduate imperceptibly into bog soils. 

From the above section, which applies more or less to every part of the Callow lands in 
this district, we have a pretty clear idea of the manner in which they have been formed. The 
abundance of white shell maiif upon which the greater^ portion rests, bears evidence that 
this part of the Shannon has been in former times the site of one or more lakes ; and that 
durino- their partial drainage, by the wearing away of the barriers at the respective rapids, 
the hSwier sediment brought down by the water has partly been left on the sides of the main 
channel, which was then in the process of being excavated; and partly deposited in the 
manner of deltas; while, in the more still water beyond these deposits, aquatic plants were 
generated, and a peaty soil formed. In this way, the formation of these lands gradually 
progressed, and is still progressing, as may be seen at the upper end of Lough Derg, where 
the most of these phenomena are presented to view. 

From the manner in which these lands have been formed, springs are not likely to occur in 
the interior of them, and such I have observed upon the ground to be the case, I only suspect 
the existence of one in the whole range between Lough Derg and Lough Ree. Thin absence 
ofsprin<rs will be found of great advantage, should the lands ever be brought into a state of 
tillage. 

The greater portion of these clays, as may be supposed, from the Shannon, and most of 
its tributary streams, traversing a considerable tract of the great carboniferous limestone 
district, are calcareous, except on the two Brusna Rivers, though they nevertheless eftorvesce 
very slowly with acids, and I have seen none of them, even the most tenacious, which do not 
crumble freely, upon exposure to the atmosphere — a proof of their value. 

The soils upon these clays are generally rich mellow loams, and often produce luxuriant 
vegetation, coiisistinf chiefly of the more valuable grasses, amongst which Phlewm jn'atense, 
common cat's-tail grass, J .Alopecums prntensis, meadow fox-tail grass, Oynostirus cristatus, 
crested dog’s-tail grass, Alopecurus geniculatus, floating fox-tail grass, Agrostis alba, marsh 
bent grass? predominate ; but the produce upon the higher portions is always greatly injured by 
Spiraa ulmaria, meadow sweet, and often on the lower portions inclining to peat by Lysimachia 
vulgaris, common loosestrife, and numerous other unprofitable plants. This is, I think, owing 
to the soil containing a superabundance of vegetable and animal matter, and the nature of the 

* Sandy, wraveMy, and rocky soils are occasionally met with along the verge of the upland, or at the 
vicinity of the falls of the river, but they only occupy a limited space, and are of minor importance. They 
can scarcely be called Callow lands, having been differently formed, but some of them will be noticed in 
another part of this Report. „ 

4 This marl is composed almost solely of an immense accumulation of shells belonging to t..e genera 
limneus, planorhis, vahata, paludina and cyclas, species of most of which I have observed m a living 
state along the Shannon. The two former are by far tlie most abundant, many of the shells are extremely 
perfect, but the greater portion have entirely decomposed. The surface of the white shell marl is, upon an 
average of cases, nearly level with the summer water of the Shannon, and can be traced from it, underlying 
many'pai'ts of the great tracts of boa which occur in this neighbourhood. — Thus proving that the Shannon 
must have occupied in former times a much greater area and rose higher than it does at present. 

I mny also stale that many of the barriers between hough Derg and Lough Ree are deposits consisting 
of gravel, which generally assume the form of ridges or eskers, traversing the country in a direction 
somewhat east and west, through which the waters have cut passages, varying from 20 to 100 feet m 

'^^One of the highest of the.se e.skers is that upon which the town of .-Mhlone stands, another crosses the 
river at Shannon Bridge, and a third at Banagher, a fourth runs through the parish of Tierneskragh (and 
from it the parish derives its name), and terminates abrupHy near Whitesford. 

The bottoms of the bogs along the Shannon are in several instances for three or four miles inland, but a 
few feet elevated above the water of the river. If then we suiipose these gorges lobe closed, they will give 
us an idea still more striking than tliat furnished by the shell marl of the immense tract of country which 
the waters of the Shannon must at one time have covered, a tract now mostly occupied in this part by a 
portion of the Bog of Alien. 

t Timothy grass. 
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of these weeds, for on the upper portion of the Brusna Callows, though the soil is evidently . 

not so rich (being an aluminous and calcareous earth mixed with silicious sand deposited bv 
the river in a turbid state during floods) the produce is cleaner and more valuable ' ^ 

„ clayey, and clayey peaty soil, especially on the islands of the 

Cnbbies, Fhalans aipindmacea, reed-hke Canary grass, is common, and sometimes rises to 
the extraordinary height of eight leet ; when cut early, it becomes a valuable article of food 
I he luxuriant herbage produced upon this class of Callow lands testifies the natural rich- 
ness ot the soil, and holds out a profitable field to the agriculturist, should the time ever 
arrive tor their being tilled. I have no doubt that after the regulation of the waters, they will 
prove themselves to be some of the richest loams in Ireland, and fit for the growth of anv 
kind ot crop, or for remaining in permanent pasture. ^ 

Upon the lower and colder portion of these clays I anticipate an improvement, varying In 
value from 20 to 40 per cent; but on the higher, and at present more valuable part. I 
consider there will be a loss ot from 10 to 15 per cent., by their being deprived of the 

The peaty soils of these lands are very extensive, and probably constitute four-fifths of the 
whole, but although they are commonly designated yteoty, a very marked distinction must be 
drawn between them and peaty soils, properly so called; I mean soils which are chiefly 
generated by the growth and decay of the Sphagna, or bog mosses. For while the laS 
soils are remarkable for being destitute of earthy matter, their antiseptic principle and 
absence of insects and worms— the latter circumstance a sure indication of mfertUity the 
fomer have a tolerable proportton of earth, bear but little evidence of being antiseptic and 
where not too wet, abundance of insects and worms may be found. ^ ’ 

The latter circumstance I consider a strong proof of the natural fertility of these peaty 
*°ende *'t°'T^I " ‘>"® I ™ a^re writers on boggy soils have rLntioned, \adl- 

pendent of clover and the richer grasses, which frccpuenlly show Ihemselves struegling to rise 
by rt^^nTwato^^^ snb-aqnatic plants, but which are soon checked in "their growth 

The produce of the peaty soils is very Inferior to that of the clayey, consisting chiefly ot 
some of the Cj/peracex, or sedge tribe ot plants, and the Juxeex, of which Carex lima 
yellow Carex, Corea; tnfermedeo soft brown Carex, Carex rema, glaucous heath Carex' 

Carex casjntosa, tufted bog Carex, Eleocharis palustris, creeping spike rush Jv.nms 
lammcarptis shining frmlcd rush, Juncm aeutiflons, sharp-flowered fuslp are common and 
of these and othem the greater portion of the Callows hay and pasture consists 
The tribes of plants to which those belong are well known to be far inferior to the grasses 
m their nutritive propert.es, being almost destitute of what the grasses are remarkable for 
possessing.-an abundance of sugar and fecula. The hay from them is an article of Me or 

g^Sfy^ivL”"'' by-- -d dry cattle, fowhichhis 

Themostvahiable of the peaty soils are those allied to class second, and from them a crest 
portion of the hay of the Callows is procured. If chiefly consists of the taller oarices -par 
tially mKed with some of the grasses ; but independent of its bad qualify, it is always m-emlv 

mtHe“*/W^ Rhinanthu, Crieta-gaUi, cock's-comb yellow 

rattle, Mexyautkeetrifobata, common buck bean, Bydroeotyh vulgaris, marsh pennlwoT 

tribe of sub-aquatic plants common to marshes. P y . 

Ihis class of soils is evidently formed from the decay of such plants, and an intermixture 
of earthy and vegetable matter deposited from the waters which annually overflow them and 
approx, mate often to a true fen or marsh soil. No soil formed under suL ZaZiunet Z, 
evei been found low m the scale of fertility, when properly drained and cultivated especially 
f menmhen, upon rich clay, which is here often the cj; and I have no do„“ t SS th I 
lauds will eventually become most valuable for tillage, like the biaei fem of Lincolnshire 
and Cambridgeshire, to which some of them are not very dissimilar Wb^n ,.r,rt.r, ^ i 

Santel*?'^ T'" become excellent loams for wheat, and all the varieties will be found wS 

tflloco^b”!’ .p “'m “T’ probably be still too low and wet for 

tillage, but they will produce forage plants of a much more valuable kind than those which 
they now yield ; and though in some instances the produce may fail in oimnifto unless oc- 
casioiially top-dressed, its quality will be greatly improved. 

Upon the more peaty portions of these soils I anticipate an improvement of 10 to 15 per 
cent, upon them present value, by the regulation of the waters, but when they 1 e L a„d 
have a due admixture ot clay, they will be improved 20 to 60 per cent. ^In some places 
here they are well decomposed, and not too wet, I consider they will be iniiired about 
5 per cent, by being deprived of the water, but such instances will be very " 

1 he peaty Callow soils of the third class contain less earth than either of the others Tl,«,r 
0 cur between the second class and the upland, and for the most part are only c^ered bJ S 
h gher floods p.ey are generally incumbent upon white shell marl, thongh'^sletirnesl*® 
inc calcareous sand, and vary from a few inches to one or two feet in depth When 

‘b® ®bortcr carieos pnrtiaUyCxed 

of the glasses and a little clover; but it is so short and scanty, especially when the marl 

frvoumrifo'Sr.'' “'“y'.Prt'ly. cj«y ate the chief feeding hannf.s of the Ihousands of wild f„„l wi.;.,, 
fec7»f nilh. ^bsnnon during winter, it is elso In them certain of the fish, chiefly the eel and pike resml m 
tSihshfbf'l "b®," *b= water covets the Callows to the deplh of a few inclies^only the poShe. wip Iw 

aba™'|foVfo’72tSr ™ °"® ’■kero is liltla'^ doubt, Ven JhS'lhej: 

H 



Report. 
May 1838. 
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is near the surface, that it is seldom cut for hay, but forms a tolerable pasture for young 
cattle, though unfit for milch cows. , , , , , a ui, 

Soio of these soils have been tilled in different places tor oat and potato crops ; and w,th 

a very evident advantage wherever there is depth, showing an increase m value ot dh per 

cent, upon a moderate estimation. , , . , « 7 7 7 ..i 

In some places, where the ridges have been raised above the hujh flood level, the coarse 

herbage has disappeared, and the sweeter grasses have taken its place, while on the sides of 
the ridses still liable to inundation, the former coarse pasture is still produced. 

A cautious intermixture of white shell marl with the soil is ascerta.raed to be of great 
service in filling and ripening the grain, but care is necessary upon such light soils to use the 

wS^thSoils of this class are not more than a foot or fourteen inches in depth, and 
incumbent upon either calcareous clay or calcareous sand, which is frequently the case 
between Shannon Bridge and Athlone, and at some other places, they produce a sweet and 
valuable pasture, and when the clay subsoil approaches to within six or eight inches of the 
surface, Lrotis alba, marsh bent grass, and other soft useful grasses spring up more freely, 
and are v^uable either as pasture or forage. ■ ui, • • •* p 

When incumbent upon calcareous sand, which is sometimes the case m the vicinity ot 
eskers, these soils will be improved from 5 to 40 per cent., according to their naUire and he 
bv being freed from inundation. They will then make fair tillage land, and will be found well 
adapted for the growth of turnips and barley ; and where clay forms the subsoil, and does 
not lie too deep, a good loam will result, suitable for most kinds of crops. 



Callow Lakds of the River Suck. 

The Callow lands of the River Suck are of the same nature as those of the Shannon, but 
there is a greater prevalence of peat, and they are generally less valuable. 

Callow Lands of the Lower Brusna River. 

The Callow lands of the Lower Brusna River are of much the same nature as those of the 
Shannon, except where the high floods of the latter arrest the more rapid currents of the 
former At these places the rich aluminous and calcareous sediment which they brmg down 
in great quantities from the upland countries, mixed with a due proportion of silicious sand 
(wluch adds to its value by keeping it friable after deposition), is thrown down and forms an 
excellent top dressing to soil of a similar quality and similarly formed. 

In the town land of Armagh this alluvial bed is from four to six feet thick, and has aceu- 
imilated to such a height that some parts of it are scarceiy ever covered by ffoods It rests 
upon a bed of peat, which is incumbent upon white sheil mari. This section is clearly exposed 

in the bank of the river. „ , , ct j 

The produce of these aluminous soils is cleaner than the most of that of the Shannon meadows, 
and is very suitable for horses. Phleum nodosum, knotted Cat’s-tail-grass,* and Cynosurus 
07-istatus, crested Dog’s-tail-grass, are more common here than upon the Shannon callows. 

These aluminous soils, were it not for the floods, would be suitable for all varieties ot crop- 
ping whether for wheat, barley, oats, or green crops ; but, owing to the present low state ot 
the agriculture of the neighbourhood, the superior kinds of them pay better m meadows. 
These would suffer an injury of from ten to fifteen per cent, by being deprived of the waters, 
but the wet and lower portions would be proportionally improved. 

Callows op the Upper Brusna. 

These Cellows occupy limited extent. They are generally of a siiperior kind. The soil is 
chiefly aluminous, They will in the mass be improved by the regulation of the waters of the 
Shannon. 

Flooding Effects of the Waters of the Shannon upon the different Soils. 

In order to arrive at the best conclusion respecting the flooding effects of the waters of the 
Shannon upon these lands it is necessary to attend to the quality of the water, the nature and 

lie ofthe soil, and the motion of the water over it. x . • u 

The waters of this river, considering its magnitude, do not appear to me to contain muca 
manuring sediment which can be left upon the Callows; indeed,_its great want of earthy 
sediment is one of the most remarkable circumstances attending it. It flows through an. 
immense tract of bog country, which can part with but little that dan be called inch or bene- 
ficial; still, from the number of its tributary streams, it mu.$t receive a considerable quantity 
of mud and other fertilizing substances; but its great depth, expansive lakes, and slow ana 
sluggish motion, prevents it from holding much of it in mechanical suspension. In these 
results it differs widely from the other great rivers of the empire, and especially such toreign 
rivers as the Nile, the Rhine, the Po, the Arno, &c., which we know are remarkable for their 
rapid rise, and the immense quantity of valuable sediment which they carry along with them 
and deposit upon their banks. The greater portion of the earthy sediment conveyed into the 



‘ A variety only of the P. pratense. 
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General Remarks. 

The majority of these soils, whether clayey or peaty, contain all the elements necessary for 
constituting them superior arable land ; indeed, the clayey loams, those of the islands in par- 
ticular, would, if freed from floods, probably become the most valuable in this part of the 
country. There is not a plant to be seen upon them which does not indicate a soil naturally 
fertile, and one capable, after the waters are regulated, of paying at least 50 to 100 per cent, 
more under a»proper system of tillage than they do at present ; but, as I have necessarily made 
my valuation with strict reference to the present low state of the agriculture of the district, 
some of the prime clayey portions will suffer an injury until a better system is adopted. Still, 
in the mass, I anticipate a considerable profit, whether these lands are to be tilled or kept in 
meadow ; for, though some of them, if kept in meadow, may require occasional top dressing 
after being freed from floods, the quality, if not the quantity also, will be vastly improved, 
and I have no doubt that they will all produce richer and more abundant pasture than they 
do at present. Even at present clover and the richer grasses are often seen struggling to 
spring up in the colder portions — an excellent indication of their natural fertility. 

These Callows are too often mown, and they are cut so near the surface that the roots of the 
plants receive an evident injury. Hence occasional depasturing is found to have a very bene- 
ficial influence upon the succeeding crop of grass. This, however, is rarely done, as they pay 
better in meadow, and the consequence is that a very general opinion exists that the crops are 
yearly getting less valuable, both in quantity and quality — much less valuable than they were 
some 30 or 40 years ago ; and on the majority of die lands ivhere no fertilizing mud is depo- 
sited I have no doubt it is so. 

The produce of these Callows varies from two to four tons per Irish acre,^ and sells in 
these times at from 15s. to 30s. per ton when sold by weight, and from U. to 6Z. by con acre. 
Considering its quality, as compared with upland hay, it always rates above its intrinsic value. 

The con acre rents are generally from 50 to 1 00 per cent, above lease rents. This arises 
from two causes; first, the great risk and danger attending the floods, which entirely destroy 
the hay in many seasons, thus rendering these lands in their present state a most pi'ecarious 
species of property ; and secondly, the lease tenants being a more solvent class of persons 
than those who purchase the con acres, the customers for the Callow hay are, in fact, the 
poorest of the farming class, or labourers who have been able to scrape a few pounds together 
to take a patch of land or purchase a cow ; for no gentleman or farmer of capital would give 
any such money for it. These persons, who are generally idle for six months of the year at 
least, put no value upon the time they spend in cutting, saving, and carting it home, the 
expense of which must amount to from 205. to 30s. per acre. Such individuals will promise 
any sum, however exorbitant, for it, just as is done for land in every part of Ireland; and 
this the proprietor knows full well, and but too often takes advantage of it : hence its fictitious 



Shannon must be deposited in the lakes and in the deeper parts of the channel, and the rest 
can only be drifted slowly along the bottom and thrown up at rapids, in the vicinity of eddies, “ 
or where sudden turns are met with. Hence it is that the banks are always highest at such 
places ; and there, too, especially above the rapids, where the greater quantity of the mud 
accumulates (except at the upper end of the lakes), the majority of the richest islands have 
been formed,* and subaqueous formations are still going on. 

The clayey and most valuable portions of the soils are invariably met with near the verge 
of the river, being those which are benefited by the deposition during floods, as it is here, 
near the main current, that the water parts with its most valuable sediment, which serves as a 
top dressing to the soil and encourages the growth of the richer grasses; but, after having 
thus parted with the heavier particles, there is little left but the boggy and other light vege- 
table matter, and such earthy particles as it may happen to carry along with it, to deposit 
upon the soils B and C : f and as the water here, contrary to what is near the natural bed of 
the river, becomes comparatively stagnant and remains long, aquatic plants are generated and 
a soil chiefly peaty formed, but which in its present state is prevented from more rapid growth 
by the herbage being annually cut for hay or consumed by cattle under pasture. 

It is no doubt true that, in irrigation, water containing scarcely any perceptible sediment 
is found of great service upon almost all soils, even cold clays when properly drained ; but it 
is only when kept in constant motion, and when we have complete control over it by well- 
formed beds and sluices, so as to be able to regulate it and let it off and on at pleasure, the 
richest grasses peculiar to the soil and climate then readily spring up; but, should the water 
he allowed to stagnate, or a scurn^ to gather, aquatic plants are speedily generated, and the 
meadow, instead of being a profitable, becomes an unprofitable concern. Such is the case 
with the low-lying peaty soils of the Shannon, where the w'ater becomes nearly stagnant, lies- 
long, and leaves no earthy deposit. 

There are some lands in this district constantly flooded for three or four months of the 
year, which yield rich pasture and hay ; but they are either rich clayey loams or peaty soils, 
containing a considerable proportion of earth, well decomposed, and both more or less within 
the influence of the main current. 



* I by no means consider that all the islands have been formed in this way ; on the contrary, many of 
them are diluvial deposits, with an alluvial soil; some few are rocky, and others appear to have been 
separated from the main land by branches of the r iver. 

t Vide Section. 

X A scum often gathers upon the waters of the Shannon in spring, and when they retire it is left upon 
the herbage. In this state it is injurious to vegetation, but if speedily washed down to the roots of the plants 
it proves beneficial. 

§ 121 Irish acres are equal to 196 English acres. 
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value. Moreover, they have always been accustomed to look to the callows for hay, and have 
thus neglected the cultivation of the artificial grasses upon their own holdings. For this 
reason, and on account of the over-value given for it, which necessarily compels them to draw 
unduly from the resources of their own tillage land, belonging, perhaps, to a different pro- 
prietor, 1 have no hesitation in asserting that these lands have been since the more general 
spread of tillage husbandry in the country really inimical to the interests of the agricultural 
community adjoining them. 

We thus see the great demand there is for the produce of these meadows, and the means by 
which it is raised to a price far above its intrinsic value ; the whole originating in a backwai’d 
state of aoriculture and the dependant and lamentable condition of its chief purchasers — the 
small farmers and cottier classes, persons whose poverty arises in a great measure from want' 
of employment for themselves and their families. But let us suppose this vast area of land to 
be tilled (and the greater portion of it will be capable of tillage after the regulation of the 
waters, as we shall immediately see, and with an evident profit in the mass, according to my 
valuation), and look at the employment it would give to these very persons, and thousands of 
others, and we shall readily anticipate the great good that would result not only to thein, but 
to the landlord and tenant also, to say nothing to_ the community at large, by presenting a 
vast field for enterprise and employment, and by bringing an additional supply of produce to 
the market. Let the agriculture of the country improve as it may, it cannot extend to these 
lands until they are freed from floods, either by the embanking or lowering of the waters. 

Mr. Rhodes mentions in his report that, after the proposed improvements, there is not likely 
to be more than a head of feet of water above the top of the proposed weir at Killaloe. 

I am aware that this is a very nice question, and I should not presume to allude to it at all 
had I not been obliged to consider the subject, in order to ascertain, as well as I could, which 
lands are likely to be capable of tillage, and which not, after the proposed works, shall have 
been completed. 

When I consider the great magnitude of this noble river, the immense volume of water 
which it at all times contains, and which enables it to absorb a great deal without its sectional 
area being sensibly affected, its slow and gradual rise* when compared with other large rivers, 
the more free and equable discharge which the intended works will allow itj_ the tvyo lakes. 
Lough Derg and Lough Ree, which act as two great regulating reservoirs to this portion of it, 
I cannot help stating that I think Mr. Rhodes’s opinion well founded.^ 

Presuming that the water during floods will not rise to a higher point than that mentioned 
by Mr. Rhodes, or, in case of any doubt, that sluices may be introduced into the weirs for its 
better regulation (for, according to my observations, were it to rise only one foot higher, it 
would prevent the possibility of cultivating extensive portions of the Callow lands) ; and, after 
making due allowance for the influence of the prevailing south-west winds in keeping the 
waters above their natural level, especially between Lough Derg and Meelick, it appears to 
me that the whole of the lands between these two places (with very few exceptions, if any) may 
be tilled, if not all for winter, certainly for spring crops. 

Between Meelick and Banagher a portion will still be too low for tillage, unless the waters 
ofthe Shannon are shut out from the drains, and the rain and upland waters’discharged either 
by machinery or conveyed by side drains to below the falls of Meelick, which could easily bo 
done. 

Between Banagher and Shannon Bridge the greater portion may be tilled either for winter 
or spring crops, except, perhaps, a small portion at Shannon Harbour and a few other places, 
below Derryholmes. So also may the whole from Shannon Bridge to Athlone, as well as 
those ofthe Upper and Lower Brusna and Suck Rivers. 

At present I generally find that a more rapid rise of the water, during floods, takes place 
between Meelick and Shannon Bridge than at Killaloe. This appears to proceed from the 
great volume of water issuing from Lough Ree and that of the rapid rising rivers, the Suck and 
the Upper Brusna uniting and becoming confined in their course until they discharge them- 
selves into Lough Derg. This lake being, as it were, a great reservoir of immense area, the 
rise at Killaloe is not very perceptible. 

I have also found that while the water is falling very sensibly between Meelick and Shannon 
Brido-e, it continues to rise at Killaloe. When 1 consider the character of the more mountain- 
like torrents of the Suck and Upper and Lower Brusna Rivers, which always rise and fall 
quickly, the prevailing S.W. winds, and the slow' discharge at Killaloe, 1 think this can easily 
be accounted for; and hence the necessity (if ray view of the matter is con-ect) of having a 
complete control, by means of machinery, over the waters at Meelick, as well as at Killaloe, in 
order to cultivate these lands with advantage. 



* The Shannon in this district seldom rises more lhan three inches per day during floods when the 
weather is calm, more frequently from one to two only. A higher rise is generally caused by the winds 
blowing up the river, and seldom exceeds four inches, except on the upper end of Lough Derg, when it has 
been observed to amount in e.xtraordinaiy eases to 1 foot 6 inches. When the wind veers round, a corre- 
sponding fall will take place in a few hours. 
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The above Table has been drawn up for the purpose of showing the height of the lowest Callows above the *' proposed permanent level line.” With regard to the higher Callows, they are from 5 lo 7 feet and upwards 

therefore be no doubt about the possibility of tilling them after the proposed improvements shall have been made. 
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Streams that may be applied to the Purposes of Irrigation. 

Various streams occur in this district, which may be prohtably applied to the purpose of 
irrigation, after the waters of the Shannon shall have been regulated; namely, Dromina River, 
between the parishes of Terryglass and Kilbarron; Ballyquirk River, between the parishes of 
Lorha and Terryglass ; a small stream that runs through the townland of Ballyquirk ; Lorha 
River, near the village of Lorha; Brusnagli River, near Banagher ; asmall stream that runs 
through the townland of Raughra, near Shannon Bridge ; another in the townland of L?eevagh, 
parish of Clonmacnoise ; one that runs through the demesne of Portumna, and another through 
tile townland of Gurthaha, parish of Lickmolassy ; a small one in the townland of Derrahmey 
North, parish of Kilmallinogue ; another in Raughrabeg, parish of Moore; and another m 
Nure and Drumlosh, parish of Drum. , . . . , •i. i • 

The lands to which they may be applied, and their value under irrigation, are described in 

the valuation books, and shown in the appendix table. _ , con 

By a proper system of irrigation, such meadows would be improved lOU to dOU per cent, 
upon their present value. , e . • 

After the completion of the intended works at Meelick, abundance of water might be pro- 
cured from the Shannon itself for irrigating the whole of the Callows, on the county of Galway 
side of the river from Meelick to Lough Derg. These Callows extend to upwards of 2,000 
acres, statute measure, and would present a field for irrigation unparaUeled, 1 believe, m the 
empire, either in extent or value. They could easily be increased in value to id,UUU per 

The meadows in the vicinity of Athlone, on the Roscommon side, extending to nearly 300 
acres, may be irrigated, after the improvements, from_ the canal, and with little expense ; the 
sewer water of Connaught-street, now entirely lost, might be mixed with it to enrich it. The 
valuable sewer water of the barracks here, is, at present, entirely wasted in the nver : it might, 
probably, be conveyed by an under-ground sewer towards the canal side of the yard, and 
applied to the purposes of irrigation also. I believe there is not any under-ground sewer in the 
extensive barrack-yard of Athlone. , •„ r. .i. • * v 

The Lower Brusna River, as mentioned by Mr. Rhodes, will, after the improvements, be 
able to supply water for the irrigating of the greater portion of its own Callows. The water of 
this river is peculiarly well adapted to the purposes of irrigation. 

Observations on the Mineral Manures of this Portion of the Callows. 



I shall now conclude this Report with a few observations upon the different mineral manures 
which occur along the Callows of this part of the Shannon, but which are, at present, difficult 
of access, on account of the state of the river. 

The most abundant of these is white shell-marl. This article is much esteemed tor the 
improvement of the upland soils of this district, wherever it has been applied, whether they be 
calcareous or aluminous. It is got in abundance from the bed of Lough Derg, near Killaloe, 
mixed with the clay from the adjoining slate district, and is most advantageously apphed to 
most of the soils of that neighbourhood. It has been partially applied to limestone soils, near 
Portumna, with evident benefit, and is also found most seiwiceable upon boggy soils. Near the 
Seven Churches a practice prevails of burning this manure along with bog stuff, and then 
applying it to bogs for raising potatoes and oats, as the people think it acts more powerfully in 

the burnt state. , t , v -n i. r j 

A soft blue marl is sometimes met with under the shell-marl, and I believe it will be found 
a valuable material ; but it does not appear to have been tried in the district in question. 

Calcareous blue clay is common on the verge of the river, and frequently forms the subsoil 
of the second class of soils. It is abundant everywhere, especially between Shannon Bridge 
and Athlone, and will become a most valuable material for the improvement of the immense 
tract of bog, which lies along this part of the Shannon, or of the peaty classes of Callow^ lands 
themselves. It is more difficult to procure than the white shell-marl, as it is met with in low 
wet places, or near the verge of rivers. As an excellent subsoil I have had occasion to mention 
it before. . , , -i 

All these manures are peculiarly well adapted either for the improvement ot the upland soils 
of the district, the soils of the Callows, or red bog. The supply, moreover, were it not for the 
state of the river, would be almost inexhaustible, so much so as to be capable, were it judiciously 
applied, of making a most beneficial change upon the nature and value of the whole range of 
soils along this part of the Shannon; but, until the waters are regulated, these materials can, 
at the best, only continue to be ranked, as heretofore, amongst the numerous and valuable, but 
imperfectly developed, resources of the country. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

Duilm, 21rf May, 1838. Samoel Nicholson. 
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SHANNON COMMISSION. 

, Castle, Dublin, I9th May 1838. 

The Commissioners for the Improvement of the Shannon Navigation beg leave to 
forward herewith for the Honourable Board of Ordnance, a Minute of the Arrangements 
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t6pv oroDOse to be made respecting the lands and premises belonging to that depart- Appendix (E.i 
menl which the Commissioners deem necessary to bo taken or interfered with for the purposes 
of their Commi^ion. ... , , . with the Board o 

The Commissioners beg to add that as far as they are concerned, or their recommendations Ordnance, 
may avail, they propose that every consideration should be given in the execution of the 
works of the Shannon Improvement,— to the security of the Ordnance property,— to the 19th May 1838, 
improvement of the defences,— and generally to the objects and wishes of the Ordnance 
Department. 

We have the honour to be Sir, 

Your obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) J. F. Burgoyne, 

Harry D. Jones, 

Richard Griffith. ' 



To Lieut. Col. Holloway, C. B. 
Commanding Royal Engineers, 
^c. 4'c. ^c. Dublin. 



Minute of the Arrangements made between the Shannon Commissioners and the Board of Ordnance 
respecting the Land, Premises, &c., required for the purposes of the Shannon Commission. 



Sum awarded 
Commissioners. 



Description of Premises. 



Athlone. 

The plot of ground extending 
along the south-western and 
western front of the defences 
at Athlone, barony of Ath- 
lone, and county of Roscom- 
mon, required for the forma- 
tion of a road from the head 
of Connaught-street to the 
meeting of the high roads 
leading to Galway and Ros- 
common, at the north-western 
extremity of the said de- 
fences, the proposed road 
being marked D, on Map 
No. 2. 



he lands through which the proposed road ia to pass are 
held by the Board of Ordnance from the under-tenanfs 
of the Incorporated Society and others, by virtue of the 
Defence Act, during the exigency of the public service- 
' • "'The Board of Ordnance do not object to the 

‘ ‘ ■ so fat as regards Alh- 

the south side of the 
raised nor sunk, and that it 
to ihe satisfaction of the 
id the said fence upheld 



Extract i 

proposition of the Commissioners 
lone, provided the road proposed on 
‘ T6ie de Pont’ be neither rai?»'’ 
he fenced by posts and rails 
commanding royal engineer, a 
by the Commissioners.” 

The Shannon Commissioners have not the power to enter 
into any binding engagements, hut they are not pre- 
pare.d to object to this proposition of the Board of Ord- 
nance, and will include it among the measures which 
they recommend to be carried into execution with the 
other proposed works. The Commissioners suggest 
that to the terms proposed by the Board should be added 
tlie following, “ or that the road be formed and main- 
tained in such other manner as shall be satisfactory to 
the Board of Ordnance.” 

served upon the Ordnance for this 



Since the notice was served upon the Ordnance for this 
piece of ground it has been ascertained that it belongs 
to the Grand Canal Company, and is included in the 
award made for the property taken from that company. 



The plot of ground extending 
along the west side of the Ath- 
lone Canal {marked C, upon 
Map No. 2) from the stone 
bridge at the City of Dublin 
Steam Packet Company’s 
store to the. wooden bridge 
on the Roscommon road, situ- 
ate in the barony of Athlone, 
county of Roscommon, the 
said plot being required for 
• widening the canal. 

The plot of ground (marked 22 
on Map No. 1) situate in the 
town of Athlone, at the junc- 
tion of Barrack-street, Bar- 
rack-slip, and Castle-street, 
and adjoining the barracks 
and the premises of Richard 
Sealy and Miss Greene, re- 
quired for a public road or 
street; the said plot being 
situated in the barony of Ath- 
lone, and county of Roscom- 
mon. 

The plot of ground, being part 
of a field commonly called the 
Sick Horse Field, lying be- 
tween the barracks and the 
River Shannon, situate in the 
barony of Athlone, and county 
of Roscommon ; the tempo- 
rary use of this plot being re- 
quired for laying the materials 
on during the execution of 
the works. 



Included in 
ward for Grand 
Canal Com- 
pany’s lands. 



oionei jaomjwiiv, 

the court held hy the Shannon Commissioners at the 
Custom-house, Dublin, 14th May 1838, tha> this plot 
was purchased by the B^ard ol Ordnance, under the 
Defence Act, with buildings thereon, which have smre 
been taken down for the purpose of keeping the said 
ground as an open space about the entrance of the bar- 
racks. the Commissioners have awarded the sum of 
5*. as nominal compensaiion, it being the intention of 
the Commissioners that the said plot of ground should 
still remain as an open space unoccupied by buildings. 



the use thereof be temporary, and subject to the follow- 
ing conditions, vis., “ To he so enclosed as io prevent 
any communication with the b.arracks, and the usual 
acknowledgment of Is- per annum should be paid whilst 
in their occupancy, and the inclosure be removed, and 
the ground be laid down in grass, as at present, when 
restored to the Ordnance.” The Shannon 
sioners consider that the object of the Ordnance should 
be secured, either as now proposed by 
other way as shall be equally satisfactory to that depart- 



per annum dur- 
ing occupation. 
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Sum awarded 
Commissioners. 



Description of the Premises. 



Observations. 



Banagher. 

Plot of ground situate in the 
town-land of Esker, barony of 
Longford, county of Galway, 
adjacent to the tower in the 
said town-land, containing six 
perches, statute (marked 18 
on Map No. 7), required for 
site of proposed road. 

The plot of ground at and 
around Cromwell’s Castle, on 
the southern side of the Ban- 
agher Canal, situate in the 
town-land of Esker, barony 



“ The Board of Ordnance require that the road shall not 
approach the tower nearer than 15 feet.” 

The Commissioners are desirous that they should not he 
limited to 15 feet, but consider that the object of the 
Board should be secured in such way as shall be satis- 
factory to that department. 



" The Board are desirous that, in the execution of the pro- 
posed works, nothing be done to injure the foundations 
of the castle.” 

The Commissioners consider that the object of the Board 
should be secured, and tliat if, unavoidably, any injury 
be done, it should be repaired by the patties entrusted 
with tile execution of the proposed works. 



of Longford, county of Gal- 
way, containing 1 rood and 20 
perches, statute, and deline- 
ated on Plan 7, required for 
the purpose of proposed em- 
bankment to canal. 

Innishirkagh near Keelogue. 

Plot of ground situate in the is- 
land of Innishirkagh, barony 
of Garty castle, King’s County, 
containing 3 roods and 25 
perches, statute. (Marked No. 
16, on Plan No. 8.) 

Meelick. 

The plot of ground, part of Crom- 
well’s Island, situate in the 
river Shannon, barony of 
Longford, county Galway, 
containing 24 perches, statute. 
(Marked No. 7 H, on Map 
No. 8.) 



The Board hold these lands, upon a terminable lease, from 
Capt. William Trotter, and pay an annual rent for the 
same j and although the Board have consented to give 
I up the lands herein described, yet the Commissioners 
deem it necessary, under all the circumstances, to award 
the sum of 9/. 11». 3cf. (being the value) for all interests 
for the portions r_equiced, in order to preclude any after 
claim upon the fall of the lease under which the Ord- 
nance hold ; and to compensate the Ordnance for the 
l>roportion of tent they pay for these premises. 

Cromwell's Island is held by the Board of Ordnance, upon 
a terminable lease under the trustees of the friars at 
Meelick, and pay an annual rent for the same ; although 
the Board have consented to give up the lands herein 
described, yet the Commissioners deem it necessary, 
under all the circumstances, to award the sum of 
44 0». lOrf., being the value of all interests in the portion 
of ground required by them, in order to preclude any 
alter claim that mlg£t arise upon the fall of the lease 
under which the Ordnance hold ; and to compensate the 
Ordnance for the proportion of rent they pay for these 
premises. 

These premises are held by the Board of Ordnance hy 
virtue of an assignment from Patrick Wlute, tenant in 
possession, and for the life of Lord Oxmantown, aged 
now about 38 years. The interest of the Ordnance being 
therefore terminable, the Commissioners have deemed it 
right to))urch8sc the fee of this property, and theamoimt 
fliercof is included in the awaid made by them for the 
whole of White’s Farm. 

The Ordnance will, therefore, upon the completion of the 
purchase proposed by the Commissioners, become the 
tenants of the Commissioners enirarted with tKe execu- 
tion of the proposed works. 

The Commissioners further deem it necessary to award a 
nominal sum as compensation to tlia Ordnance for tlie 



Cxoonahenogue. 

The pint of ground, and site of 
Roadway in the townland of 
Cloonaiienogue, barony of 
Gavrycastle, King’s County, 
containing 3 acres and 20 
perches, statute, be the same 
more or less, and delineated 
on Map No. 8. 



0 .5 0 
For the Ordnance 
interests iu these 



London : Printed by W. Clowes and Sons, Stamford -street, 
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APPENDIX (F.). 

Statement of the Directors of the Grand Canal Company, with reference to the Award 
of the Commissioners for Compensation for that part of the River Shannon comprised 
between Lough Ree and Lough Derg; with a Return of the Tolls on the Grand Canal 
for the last 16 years. 

To the Commissioners for the Improvement of the Navigation of the River Shannon. 
Gentlemen, Grand Canal House, 20iA June, 1838. 

I AM desired by the Directors of the Grand Caiial to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 11th instant, inclosing a copy of that part of your Third Report which refers to 
the claim which they have preferred for compensation in the event of the Grand Canal Com- 
pany beiig deprived of the control and management of the navigation of the Middle Shannon. 

The Directors will not affect to conceal the surprise and disappointment they feel on this 
occasion. They consider themselves, however, particularly called on to express their great 
regret that you should have deemed it necessary so immediately after their becoming ac- 
quainted with your opinions on this question, to have finally concluded your Report and 
forwarded it to Government. They would, on the- contrary, have expected that full time 
should have been afforded them to reconsider their case, to review the statement previously 
submitted to you, and to have offered such reasons as, upon mature deliberation, might have 
appeared to them necessary, in order to satisfy you that the estimate which you have formed, 
on the one hand of the of their direct beneficial interest in the navigation of the 

Middle Shannon, and on the other of the decided disadvantage and actual loss which must 
accrue to them if they should be deprived of it, are erroneous, and that the adjudication and 
award founded thereon, and now communicated to them, are such as they cannot in the 
discharge of their duty to the Company hesitate to protest against. 

The Act 5th and 6th William IV., cap. 67, s. 7, under the authority of which your adjudi- 
cation and award are made, distinctly secures to all pei-sons whatsoever ample opportunity to 
object to such adjudication or award, directs that all pertinent and proper evidence in support 
of such objections shall be received by you, and that you shall thereupon amend or confirm 
and finally settle each such award and adjudication accordingly. It certainly does appear 
to the Directors that the opportunity manifestly intended by the Act has not, in the present 
instance, been afforded to them. 

From the reasons stated by your Chairman to the deputation from this Board, which 
recently waited upon you, as well as from your present and previous Report, it is manifested 
that you consider the participation which you assume the Canal Company will enjoy in the 
benefits likely to result to the public from the improvement of the Shannon navigation a 
sufficient compensation for their being altogether and arbitrarily deprived of their direct 
beneficial interest in it. This beneficial interest, they beg to remind you, was solemnly 
conveyed to them by deed, under the authority of Parliament, and with the full sanction of 
the executive Government, and they have always considered it to be the property of the 
Company, as entirely and inalienably as any part of the Grand Canal. 

The close analogy which, in fact, exists as to the title of the Company to the caqal and to 
the Shannon navigation is by no means undeserving of notice. The Grand Canal was, as 
you are no doubt w’ell aware, commenced at the cost and under the control of the Legislature 
and executive Government of the day. It was carried on for several years under the fluc- 
tuating and desultory superintendence of this ill adapted authority ; and it was at last, about 
the year 17/2, by the Act 11th and 12th Geo. III. cap. 31, and apparently in despair of 
its success, handed over to the present Grand Canal Company. 

The history of the Shannon navigation might be read in almost the same words. It was 
undertaken by the Government cotemporaneously with the effort of the Grand Canal Com- 
pany to extend the canal to the Shannon. When the Company had completed their portion 
^ the work, and the waters of the canal had at length reached those of the Shannon, the 
Government for the Inland Navigation Board was but their agent, finding, as in the previous 
case of the Grand Canal, that all their efforts to complete the river navigation had ended in 
disappointment, urged also by the well founded remonstrances and complaints of the Com- 
pany v^o had been deluded into a belief that the works on the Shannon under the dii-ections 
of the Government engineers were proceeding at equal pace with their own, and were in such 
forw'ardness that by the time the canal should join the Shannon the navigation of that river 
would be completed; thus circumstanced, the Government, in despair of completing the work, 
ayauing themselves also of the disappointment of the Canal Company, and of the impatience 
of the Directors of that day to gee rid of the annoyances and irritation which a series of pro- 
ceedings, founded on mistaken view.s, and evincing on the part of the Navigation Board the 
^st adverse feelings, had produced, gladly seized on the first opportunity to transfer the 
Shannon also to the parties v?ho had already freed them fi-om the equally ill conditioned 
burden of the canal. 

It cannot, surely, under these circumstances, strike you as strange that the Directors of the 
Grand Canal should feel some anxiety and alarm to find that it has been on your authority 
deliberately recommended to the Government and the Legislature to deprive the Company of 
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an important and valuable portion of their corporate property, held, they beg leave to repeat, 
by deed s'oleranly executed under the express authority of Govenimenty and which they have 
at all times considered to be as inalienable (save by the consent of the Company) as the right 
of any proprietor to any estate in the empire. . . , 

They do not conceal from themselves, nor do they seek to disguise from their proprietary 
the apprehensions naturally arising out of a proceeding so unprecedented ; the inference is 
undeniable, that if it be deemed justihable that they shall, without reference to the established 
lecal tribunals, on the mere plea that such a measure will conduce to the public good, and 
wfth no hope of future indemnification save what may arise from their participation in benefits 
to be shared generally by the public, be summarily deprived of one important portion of this 
corporate property, they may equally, on any similar plea, be as summarily deprived of the 
remainder ; the public might no doubt be gainers in the one case as well as the other, and 
the plea now preferred would equally apply to both. If the property of the present share- 
holders in the Grand Canal were taken from them and vested in the hands of commissioners, 
and that the Grand Canal were thereafter to be a free navigation, subject only to such rates 
of toll as would be sufficient for the maintenance of the works, the proprietors might be told, 
and no doubt truly, that such of them as had_ property adjacent to the_ canal, or were 
interested in its success, abstractedly from their existing rights as proprietors in the Company, 
would share in the general benefit to be derived from so important a navigation being ren- 
dered free to the public; but the Directors respectfully ask, could this be fairly urged as 
argument or pleaded as justification for so unprecedented a confiscation of their property. 

Whilst considering the merits of the case in this point of view, and before^ entping upon 
details, it is but ric^ht to draw your attention to a circumstance connected with it which it 
would seem impossible that Parliament, which usually watches with strict vigilance over the 
rio-hts of creditors, can overlook. It is well known that the said Grand Canal Company is 
burdened with a very large debt amounting to upwards of 700,000Z., and' it is surely not to 
be contemplated that the Legislature will sanction a measure which could go to ahenate any 
important portion of the property of the Company, a.nd thereby and with their sanction 
deteriorate the security held by the numerous class of widows, orphans, and other annuitants 
dependant upon the regular payment of the interest of so large a sum for their ordinary 
support. It ivould seem impossible that a proceeding so foreign to every principle of just 
legislation could ever be sanctioned either by Parliament or the Government unless they were 
at the very least prepared to come forward, and as a preliminary proceeding to guarantee the 
payment of both the principal and interest of the Company’s debt. _ 

The next ground on which, in your present as ivell as your previous Reports, you have 
assumed that a measure which would deprive the Grand Canal Company of so la^e a pro- 
portion of their property may be justified, is drawn from a Report made by Mr. Rhodes, in 
the year 1832. The conclusion apparently sought to be established by that report is, that the 
entire navigation of the middle Shannon, from Portumna to Athlone, is in a state of the utmost 
inefficiency and neglect ; and that this circumstance, in consequence of that portion of it being 
central, operates as a decided impediment to the navigation of the entire river, the inference 
being, that while the navigation of those parts of the river north of Athlone, or south of Por- 
tumna, is open to boats of the largest burthen, all intercourse betweeri these extreme points is 
rendered impossible by the state of the works and navigation of the middle Shannon, and that 
thus a necessity is imposed upon the boat owners of limiting to the minimum dfepths to which 
they are restrained on this part of the river, their utmost depths, and tonnage from Lough 
Allen to the sea. r-. i /-i i n 

In support of this view of the case the original contract between the Grand Canal Company 
and the Directors General of Inland Navigation has been repeatedly cited, and the stipulations 
contained in that contract, that there should be always maintained throughout the navigation 
a depth of water equal to six feet six inches, except on the sills of the locks, where the depth 
should, at all seasons, be six feet, has been especially dwelt upon, and it is assumed as ^ con- 
clusion beyond the possibility of dispute, that the Grand Canal Company not having fulfilled 
their part of the contract to the letter, and not having " at all seasons niaintained the water 
of the navigation at the depths stated, have thereby forfeited all right and title to the beneticial 
interest they now enjoy in this part of the navigation, and ought to be at once and for ever 
deprived of it. , • i i i u f 

That the contract has, in this respect, been literally fulfilled, or that the stipulated depth oi 
water has been “ at all seasons” kept up, the directors never attempted to assert ; they can, 
on the contrary, have no hesitation in admitting that the lettei- of Mr. Rhodes’s statement is 
true, but that the inference deduced from it can have any rational or just foundation, they 
altogether deny. • i i • • ^ 

The truth is, that the object which the Commissioners of Inland Navigation had m view at 
the time they entered into the contract with the Grand Canal Company, namely, to introduce 
upon the waters of the Shannon a decidedly larger class of vessels than had theretofore plied 
upon it, was in itself practically absurd, and turned out an utter failure. As regarded a mere 
inland, trade between the towns and districts on either bank, or at either extremity ot its 
waters, the Shannon was then comparatively unoccupied, if nokuseless *, and the propriety or 
necessity of maintaining such a depth of water as had been stipulated for when the navigation 

was made over to the Grand Canal Company, was, by common consent, a-bandoned. _ 

The avowed object of the Commissioners of Inland Navigation in insisting on the stipulate 
depth of six feet on the sills of the loclis throughout the navigation was, that boats draw- 

• See the evidence of C. W. 'Wiffiams, Esq., before the Committee of the House of Commons, 
on the Shannon Navigation. Session 1834. 
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ing five feet, six inches should everywhere ply upon it. The utmost depth, however, on the 
sills either of the Grand or Royal Canal was, and continues to be, only five feet; and boats 
plying upon both these navigations, have never been allowed to exceed working depths of four 
feet six inches. 

It is quite clear, from Mr. Rhodes’s evidence before the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons on tlie Shannon Navigation, that his Report was framed under the erroneous impression 
that the depths of water on the sills of the locks of both the Grand and Royal Canals was 
six feet, and that therefore a corresponding depth was required on the sills of the locks on the 
Shannon navigation. (See his evidence, questions 781 and 782.) 

The locks on the navigation w'ere also, by the conveyance to the company, to be maintained 
at a length of 80 feet and a breadth of 16 feet, and this part of the contract at least, it is ad- 
mitted, has been always performed. On the Grand Canal the locks are about 65 feet long, 
and 13^ feet wide; on the Royal Canal 72 feet by 12 feet. 

The traders on the Shannon Navigation, however, in spite of the efforts of the Inland 
Navigation Board to induce a change of system, and the employment of a larger class 
of vessels, had discernment enough to see that the description of boats which could conveni- 
ently pass through either the Royal or Grand Canals were those best adapted to the Shannon 
navigation as the trans-shipment of cargoes which w'ould otherwise have been necessary at 
those points where the canals were to be entered from the river, with the inevitable concomi- 
tants of expense and delay w'as thus wholly avoided, and in consequence all desire that the 
navigation of the Shannon should be maintained at a depth exceeding that of the canals, was 
unreservedly given up ; all these facts are within the personal knowledge of many of the 
members of the present board. 

That a change in this respect has since become indispensable, is beyond doubt ; it is quite 
clear, however, that the necessity for it has arisen not out of the ordinary circumstances of the 
trade, nor from any neglect of the navigation in any degree attributable to the management of 
the directors of the Grand Caned, but simply from the application of steam to the purposes of 
navigation, and the obvious propriety of introducing so important an improvement upon the 
Shannon. > 

It is stated in your Report, and the fact has been no doubt so represented to you, that many 
complaints have been made from time to time against the Grand Canal Company for this 
alleged breach of their contract, and for their general neglect of the navigation. The Direc- 
tors desire distinctly to state to you that they are not aware of this having ever been the case. 
The Company, it was well known, was bound to the Directors General of Inland Navigation, 
and subsequently when the powers of that board became merged in the Commission of Public 
Works, to the latter body for the maintenance of the navigation. It is only reasonable to 
assume', that if such widely-spread grounds of complaint had existed, one or other of these 
authorities would have been resorted to as the proper channel to which grievances of the kind 
should have been represented, and such may possibly have been the case, but the Directors of 
the" Grand Canal can unhesitatingly assert that they were throughout in utter ignorance of 
any such representation or complaint having ever been made. 

It is also to be observed, and was at the time everywhere known, that the Directors General 
of Inland Navigation were in the habit of causing frequent inspections of the navigation to be 
made by their engineers ; it is matter also of perfect notoriety that there was at that board no 
partiality entertained towards the Grand Canal Company, and if the Directors General had 
been made aware, either by the reports of their officers, or the complaints of the public, that 
any gerieral neglect of the works had occurred, or that the depth of water maintained on the 
navigation was insufficient to afford requisite accommodation to the trade then existing upon 
it, they would not have been backward in calling the Grand Canal Company, or its Directors, 
strictly to account. 

Complaints from the Inland Steam Navigation Company have'been, no doubt, preferrad, 
but this arose under the new order of things, created by the introduction of steam in aid of the 
navigation of the river, until the success of that experiment was fairly ascertained, (and the 
doubt and uncertainty which for years hung over it are not even yet to be forgotten,) it could 
scarcely be expected that the Grand Canal Board should consent to incur a heavy expense in 
new modelling the navigation so as to adapt it to the steam tow-boats, just then introduced 
upon it,' or in restoring it to a con4ition previously unnecessai-y, and which had been for years 
before, by the well understood consent of the parties interested, altogether abandoned. At 
the present time it is universally admitted that whatever could be reasonably required of the 
Company under the terms of their contract, or to adapt the navigation to the existing circum- 
stances of the trade upon it, has been done, and that it is now in a good and effective working 
condition, although when the prospects of the Company in regard to the future possession and 
control of it, come to be considered, it must be acknowledged that they have few induce- 
ments to expend large sums of money upon it, for wliich their subsequent indemnification 
seems unfortunately but too problematical. 

The Directors exceedingly regret to perceive that the portion of their letter of the 26th of 
October 1836 (printed in the Appendix to your Second Report), in which they advert to the 
sums which they have levied from the trade passing on the Shannon as contrasted with their 
expenditure in the maintenance of the works of the navigation, has not been, as they are 
bound to assume, at all fully understood; nor those inferences, which appeared to them so 
obviously deducible from it as scarcely to call for observation from them, sufficiently 
appreciated. ^ 

In order to place this part of the subject before you in fuller detail and in a more distinct 



• Mr. Williams’s evidence. 
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point of view, they beg leave to submit a statement of the trade from the Shannon to Dublin 
by the line of the Grand Canal for the last sixteen years, a document which, abstracted from 
its bearing upon the present question, they cannot doubt that you will peruse with interest. 

The Directors cannot permit themselves to doubt that a careful perusal of this return, and 
a fair consideration of the circumstances to which they are about to draw your attention, will 
satisfy you that in the views stated in your Second Report and adhered to, although less 
authoritatively, in the Third, you have been, unintentionally they admit, but nevertheless on 
many important points, materially led into error. 

In your Second Report you have stated that “■ the prospective interests of the Grand Canal 
Company would not suffer” by their being deprived of the Shannon Navigation, and you add, 

they now derive no revenue from it.” 

The Directors are bound to express regret that the statements m reference to this part of the 
question, contained in their letter of the 26th of October 1836, were not given more in detail, 
and that those views of the subject, which long and intimate acquaintance with it rendered 
familiar to them, and which they were perhaps too sanguine in anticipating that you would at 
once have inferred from the facts then laid before you, were not more fully and e.xplicitly put 
forward. 

In order to place this more clearly beibre you, I am directed to request your reference to the 
details of the Shannon trade for the year 1835, which you will find at No, 5 in the list of 
documents annexed to their letter of 26th of October 1836, and printed in Appendix (C.) of 
your Second Report. 

The circumstances of the Shannon trade, and its value to the Grand Canal Company for 
that year, which is taken as affording a sufficient approximation to the state of the trade at the 
present moment, appear by the statement now referred to as follows, viz. 



Amount of tolls on boats which did not enter the Grand Canal . 
Ditto on boats which entered the Grand Canal . . 

Ditto received on turf boats 



£. d. 
97 12 10 
66 10 7 
20 6 7 



Total direct levy of tolls on the Shannon 

Amount of Grand Canal tolls on boats which entered the canal 
from the Shannon • 



184 10 0 
5,425 4 3 



Total revenue to the Company from their Shannon trade 



, £5,609 1^ 3 



It would appear from this statement that the entire revenue of tolls which the Company 
derived directly from the possession and control of the Shannon Navigation m this year was 
only 184^ 10s. By reference to statement No. 3, in your Appendix (C.), it will be seen that, 
the entire direct Shannon revenue for the year was 25H. 15s. 2d . : this, however, includes 
rents of grounds let for building, grazing, &c. It appears, on the other hand, from the same 
document that in the same j’earthey expended 669^. 1 j. 2d. in repairs for the maintenance or 
the navigation, in dredging, and in the erection of buoys, beacons, &c. , , , , 

A reference to the mere figures of the account so stated would necessarily lead to the 
inference you have drawn from it, namely, that the Grand Canal Company derive no revenue 
whatever from the possession and control of the navigation of the middle Shannon. No 
conclusion they beg respectfully to say could, however, be more entirely erroneous. 

The revenue which the Grand Canal Company derived from the trade of the Shannon, and 
from the Shannon to Dublin for the year 1835, was, in round numbers as above stated, 5600/. 
The acquisition of this revenue they owed neither to the possession separately of the navigation 
of the Shannon nor of that of the canal, but to the united possession and control of both. 

If the figures of this account be further analyzed, it will be seen that the amount of toll 
actually received on lading which passed from the Shannon into the Grand Canal, was 
5491/.'^14^. 10c/., of which sum only 66Z. IO 5 . 7d. was levied direct from boats on the Shan- 
non, and 5,425/. ‘is. 3c/. from those which passed onwards through the Grand Canal. 

The Directors assuredly never contemplated that it could, under any circumstances, have 
been assumed, that out of a revenue of 5,500/. a-year, arising to the Company out of their 
trade from the Shannon, a sum, under 70/., should alone be placed to the credit of the Shan- 
non Navigation, and in reference to the entire distance between Lough Derg and Lough Ree. 
It, nevertheless, appears to them that this_ forms the grounds of your calculations, and of the 
statement contained in your Report, resting upon that calculation, and already referred to, 
namely, that the Grand Canal Company have no interest in the Shannon navigation, and 
derive no benefit from it. 

Nothing, the Directors beg, with all possible respect, to_ repeat, can be more erroneous, ine 
principle-on which the question ought to be put to issue is obvious, and, in their judgment, 
may be stated in the following terms, namely, for the use-of certain lines of navigation, com- 
mencing at Athlone, on the Northern Reach of the Shannon, and at Portumna, m its southern 
direction, entering the Grand Canal at Shannon Harbour, and proceeding thence to Dublin, 
the Grand Canal Company receive a revenue of 5,500/. a-year. The length of the entire ot 
these lines of navigation is 120 miles, of which the Shannon Navigation is in itself 40 miles. 

Now, as the possession of this latter navigation is the key of the entire, and as the control 
of it enables the Grand Canal Company, by a restraint which it may be said is almost imper- 
ceptible, on the one hand, and by the offer of bounties and encouragements, on the other, 
which the produce of the trifling tolls, forming the restraint referred to, enables them to dis- 
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liurse, without any other drain on their revenues, — what, under such circumstances, it is to be Appendix (1?.) 

inquired, ought to be considered the proportion of this revenue of 5,500^. a-year, for which — 

the Shannon Navigation ought to have credit in the accounts of the Canal Company, assuming. Statement 
as in the present case, that in conformity with an unexpected and admittedly an arbitrary GranVcanal Corn- 
demand, a positive apportionment of such annual revenue should be made. pany. 

It may appear to your Board, that to argue the subject in this minute way, is an infringe- 
ment upon your time and attention, to which you ought not to be called on to submit. The 
Directors, on the other hand, must intreat of you to recollect that the question is, in their 
judgments, one of vital importance to the Company whose interests are intrusted to their care ; 
and that they are bound, by every obligation of public duty, to see that it shall not be finally 
disposed of, without the best effort of which they are capable, to render it thoroughly 
understood. 

Regarding it, then, in the light in which they have now sought to place it before you, and 
with reference to the arguments already adduced, they deem themselves justified in assuming 
that a portion of this which may be strictly termed “ the Company’s Shannon Revenue,” equal 
at least to one-fourth of its entire amount, and which, in their judgment, might be then taken 
as one-third of it, ought to be brought to the credit of the Shannon Navigation, considered as 
a dUtinct interest, and under a separate account, and that the revenues accruing to the Com- 
pany from this portion of their navigation, ought consequently to be taken as of the annual 
value of from 1,400^. to 1,800/. a-year, subject of course to the expenditure requisite for 
maintaining the navigation in a thoroughly effective working condition, and which has latterly 
fluctuated at from 300/. to 600/. annually. 

Such, the Directors beg to assure you, is their deliberate, candid view of this question, and 
of the direct beneficial interest which the Grand Canal Company possess in the Shannon 
Navigation. 

In their letter of the 26th October 1836, already referred to, the Directors have stated that 
the Company had in reality altogether foregone the tolls to which they are entitled in the 
canal ; could they have anticipated a result such as the present, their interest would unques- 
tionably have pointed out a totally opposite line of proceeding. Their course would obviously • 
have been to levy on the Shannon the full rates of toll to which, by their agreement with the 
Directors Gener^ of Inland Navigation, they are entitled. This, it can be shown, would have 
produced them, for the seven years ending in 1835, a revenue varying from 1,100/. to 1,300/. 
a-year, and which, it may be calculated, would be at present about 1,250/. annually. Their 
object of attracting the trade of the Shannon to the canal, would meanwhile have been quite 
as effectually accomplished by the remission of an equivalent portion of the tolls, payable to 
them directly for account of the canal. In this w^ay the revenue of 5,500/., accruing from their 
Shannon trade, would have appeared, on the face of their accounts, to have arisen in the pro- 
portions of about 1,250/. from the Shannon Navigation, and about 4,250/. from the Grand 
Canal. But even this view of the subject, which, as you will perceive, by reference to the 
Board’s letter of 26th October 1836, was then adverted to, and urged upon your considera- 
tion, though perhaps not quite so distinctly as might have been desirable, would not, as they 
then stated, give a sufficient estimate of the value of the Company’s property in the navigation, 
or of the positive advantages they derive from the po'ssession of it. It would, however, have 
the effect of placing the question in a point of view so distinct, and would have rendered the 
interest of the Company, in the possession of the navigation, so manifest, as, in their judo'- 
ment, must have altogether precluded the possibility of any such conclusion, in reference to 
the value of that interest, as tiiat at which you have arrived. 

This view of the subject may possibly be rendered still clearer by considering the question 
prospectively, and with reference to the results of the important changes in the property and 
control of the navigation which you have recommended. 

The company it has already been seen have given over as a premium fund, with a view to 
draw the trade of the Shannon to the Grand Canal, almost the entire of the tolls to which 
they are entitled on the Shannon Navigation. This policy, it cannot be denied, has been 
successful. The tonnage carried from the Shannon to Dublin, which, in 1822, was only 
3,000 tons, is now 20,000 ; and the revenue which, at the higher rates of toll then in exist- 
ence, both on the Shannon and the canal, was 1,700/., is now 5,600/. 

And here the Directors cannot hesitate to urge how entirely in your valuation of the 
Company’s interest all the important circumstances of their case connected with this view of 
the question appear to have been overlooked. 

They resolve to devote to the encouragement of the Shannon trade, and for the purpose of 
attracting it to the Grand Canal, the entire of the Shannon tolls to which they are entitled. 

The amount of these, as already stated, may be taken in round numbers, and for the sake of 
argument, at 1,250/. yearly. Regarding this annual sum of 1,250/. as a premium fund, they 
have already alienated 1,000/. of it in premiums for tlie accomplishment of the object in. 
view, reserving only the 250/., which, as appears by the accounts previously offered to you, is- 
the sum which they persevered in levying on every account on ihe Shannon in 1835. 

It has been already shown that the result of this policy has been so successful as to increase- 
the tonnage from the Shannon to Dublin seven-fold, and the revenue at greatly reduced rates 
of toll more than threefold. 

In this view of the account there are three important items to be considered : 1st, The in- 
creased revenue and tonnage equal to 5,500/., or contrasted with 1,700/. ; 2dly, The portion 
of the premium fund already alienated or paid away by the Company, estimated in round 
numbers at 1,000/. a-year ; and 3dly, The reserve, as it may be termed, of the premium fund, 
still in the hands of the Company, amounted to 250/. a-year. 

In your estimate of the Company’s interest in the Shannon Navigation, you appear to have 
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altogether put out of view two of these items, and these by far the most important, namely, the 
alienation or sacrifice of' local revenue, made in the hope of augmenting their general income, 
estimated at 1,000^. a-year, and the amount to which that income has been raised by this 
well advised temporary sacrifice of local revenue, being an increase from_ 1,700Z. to 5,500^, 
a-yea.r, and you appear to have calculated their existing interest solely with reference to the 
residue of that local revenue or premium fund which they still retain, and which does not 
exceed 250Z. a-year. 

A very brief review of this part of the question, and of your adjudication on the subject of 
it, the Directors cannot permit themselves to doubt will effectually satisfy you how indis- 
pensable it is on every pubhc ground that your decision respecting it sha,ll be carefully re- 
considered. 

But to return to the prospective consideration of the measure you have recommended as 
affecting the future interests of the Ghand Canal Company. 

It is quite clear, under all existing circumstances, that the Grand Canal Company cannot 
with propriety seek to advance the rates of toll which they now levy on the navigation 
generally from the Shannon to Dublin. They may equally assume that, if the vast im- 
provements you contemplate shall be carried into effect on the principle set forth in the Act 5th 
and 6th Wm. IV. cap. 67, the future maintenance of those improvements will require that the 
amount of trade at present passing from the Shannon into the Grand Canal must, namely, for 
this purpose, namely, the maintenance of the works, be burdened with a rate of toll ' greatly 
exceeding that which is now directly levied by the Canal Company. This, it has been shown, 
is about 180^. a-year, and if it be, as they have assumed, impossible that they can without 
injury to the trade increase the rate of toll levied altogether on the produce so carried, it 
clearly follows that their present rate and revenues must be reduced in the precise ratio, and 
to the"^ full extent the increased tolls to which all commodities carried on the Shannon must be 
made directly liable for the future maintenance of the navigation. The Directors cannot, of 
course, pretend to form any estimate of the probable amount of such future increased charge, 
hut they apprehend they may safely conclude that it must in a very important degree exceed 
the sum now levied by the Company under this head. 

They can, in a word, clearly see that those reductions in their general^ charge for tolls on 
this part of their general navigation, namely, from the Shannon to Dublin, which have from 
time to time appeared necessary, 'and which, in consequence of the possession and control of 
the Shannon Navigation, they were enabled to make indirectly by a remission of the tolls 
accruing to them from that navigation, must now be made by a direct reduction of the tolls 
levied on the Grand Canal, and a consequent surrender to that extent of their legitimate re- 



The Directors are not unaware, as they stated in their letter of the 26th October 1836, that 
they have been accused of a monopolising spirit, and of exacting unreasonable rates of toll. To 
this charge they can only answer, that their anxious desire is so to adjust the rate as to combine 
the utmost practicable extension of trade and convenience to the public with the largest amount 
of revenue to the Company. In the case of the Shannon Navigation, however, they do not 
apprehend that any such charge can be justly preferred against them. 

The toll which they at present receive for corn meal, malt and flour, intended for exporta- 
tion, brought from Limerick, throughout the entire extent both of their Shannon and Canal 
Navigations (from Lough Derg to the Liffey), is only 3s. per ton for the whole distance, and 
for all other valuable produce only 5 j. In arriving at the conclusions in respect to the rights 
and property of the Grand Canal Company, stated in your several reports, you have forther 
assumed that every improvement of the navigation of the Shannon must lead to an increase of 
the trade of the Grand Canal. This, in the judgment of the Directors, appears to be exceed- 
ingly questionable. The natural direction for the trade of every large navigable nver is 
towards its mouth, and taking into consideration the facilities which Limerick enjoys for the 
storage and exportation of corn and of produce generally, and which are likely stiU further to 
increase, it will scarcely be denied that the tendency of every improvement in the navigation 
of the Shannon will naturally be as much to carry down to Limerick the general produce of 
the country as to bring it upwards to the canals. 

The Royal Canal Company, also in consequence of the reduced rate of their tolls (the result 
of the purchase of them by the Government), and of their freedom from debt, have it in their 
power to offer inducements, in this respect, to traders, with which the Grand Canal Company 
must always find it difficult to compete. In fact, and it is only right that the circumstance 
should be thus early made known to your Board, the disadvantages which must hereafter result 
to the Grand Canal Company from their being deprived of the possession and control of the 
Shannon are already manifesting themselves. The City of Dublin Steam Company, who are 
now the principal carriers in the Grand Canal, having during the last few years bought up the 
boats and establishments of most of the persons previously engaged in trading upon it,_ have 
recently made propositions to the Directors of the Royal Canal, with the view ol transferring to 
that navigation the principal part of their present trade on the Grand Canal. This the Directors 
beg to remind you is one of the results anticijpated by them in the first instance, and urged 
upon your attention in their letter of the 26fh October 1836. 

Such a proceeding on the part of the Steam Company must, under existing circuinstances, 
and with reference to the comparative monopoly which that Company have established as 
carriers on the Grand Canal, be attended with vast injury to the Grand Canal Compan;^ It 
is one, however, which, whenever they shall be deprived of the control of the Shannon Navi- 
gation, they can exercise no influence to avert. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, and after the fullest consideration which the 
Directors are capable of giving to the subject, they cannot hesitate to entertain strong hopes 
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that your Board will be satisfied of the necessity of carefully reconsidering the whole question, 
and that you will he induced, if not entirely to alter, at least in a most important degree to 
modify, the opinions you have expressed, and especially the recommendation you have given, 
that the Company should be deprived of so important a portion of its vested rights and pro- 
perty, not only without compensation, but in a manner which you admit to be most arbitrary, 
and manifestly feel to be in direct violation of the commonest rights of property. It is, at all 
events, as far as the Directors are yet informed, wholly without precedent. 

A case somewhat analogous has been of late a good deal discussed, and may here be properly 
adverted to, namely, the rights of certain turnpike tolls on the Limerick road. It has been 
alleged that this right was acquired (and in this respect the case stands upon a footing very 
different- indeed from the present claim of the Grand Canal Company) by means of a clause, 
either surreptitiously introduced into the Bill by which it was granted, or which was at least 
passed by the legislature in ignorance of its injurious tendency. It is, at all events, not denied 
that it was obtained without me public having ever received any adequate consideration for it, 
and that its effect is to produce a very mischievous monopoly. It seems to be; however, dis- 
tinctly admitted that the title of the pai-ties, even under such circumstances, and without any 
plea in extenuation, since possession for a considerable series of years is not to be questioned, 
and that the right cannot be resumed by the public without the fullest compensation being 
made for its surrender. 

In conclusion, the Directors anxiously desire to assure you that although they have in the 
preceding statement endeavoured forcibly to controvert the opinions you have, in the discharge 
of your duty, thought proper to submit to the Government touching the question at issue, and 
have felt themselves bound to protest against your adjudication and award, they are well aware 
that the opinions which you have expressed, and the conclusions at which you have arrived, 
have been formed under a strict sense of duty, and with the sincerest and most disinterested 
desire on your part to promote the public good. They have only to add, that they trust you 
will see the propriety of allowing this representation, now made by them on behalf of the Com- 
pany, to be included in the Appendix to your Report, so as that it may be printed and included 
along with it. , , . , 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

John M'AIullen, Secretary. 
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